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YOU HAVE TO 
BE KIDDING ME

by Kristin Jacobs
Broward County Commission – District 2

 
Broward County voters were asked in November to sup-

port water conservation and preservation through the cre-
ation of a Watershed Improvement District. More than 70 per-
cent of Broward’s voters said YES to the Broward Soil & Water 

Conservation District’s 
(BSWCD) non-binding, 
straw ballot question.  
The Soil & Water Dis-
trict said establishing 
Watershed District will 
assist with reducing 
pollution, implement-
ing conservation and 
education programs, 
restore our ecosystem 
and wildlife habitat and 
reduce flooding.  What 
may surprise you is that 
all of the programs out-
lined in the question 
already exist, and the 

County Attorney has opined the question was improperly 
placed on the ballot.   

The BSWCD consists of five elected Supervisors, one full-
time employee and another part-time employee.  The Execu-
tive Director is paid a percentage of the contracts he admin-
isters.  The full-time position is paid through a grant from the 
Florida Department of Agriculture.  The District has existed 
since 1964, when it was established by the Florida Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  The economic engine of Florida at the 
time was agriculture.  As a subsidiary of the Department of 
Agriculture, the BSWCD is charged with educating Broward’s 
farmers about soil erosion and protecting our waterways 
from improper runoff from animal waste, as well as pesticides 
and fertilizers. Today, the Soil and Water District has two main 
projects: planting sea oats to stabilize sand dunes and operat-
ing a mobile irrigation lab to help businesses and homeown-
ers maximize their sprinkler systems.  Both of these projects 

are funded by approximately $500,000 in 
grants from state and federal agencies. 

Just before the November election, 
County Attorney Jeff Newton was asked 
to review the ballot language and offer an 
opinion on its legality, he opined:

The Florida Statute cited in the district’s res-
olution placing the question on the ballot 
was inapplicable; 
25 word title exceeded the number of 
words required by Section 101.161, Florida 
Statutes;

1.

2.

Continued on page 6

DO OUR ELECTED 
OFFICIALS 

NEED A BRAIN, 
A HEART AND 

SOME COURAGE?
by Tim Smith

  All in all, we Fort Lauderdalians are a lucky bunch. We 
live in a tropical paradise that other Americans can only dream 
about. Buffalo is locked in with lake effect snow, St. Louis is 
wracked with violent crime, Flint, Michigan’s economy is on 
life support, and Topeka, Kansas could bore the boring!

     Sure we have physical needs........Just to think quickly: 

mass transit has been largely ignored by our leaders, afford-
able housing needs have relagated to a bad sound bite, crime 
has escalated since the decision to reduce the size of the Po-
lice Department and the problems of hefty real estate taxes 

Continued on page 2
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THE  FORT  LAUDERDALE THE  FORT  LAUDERDALE 
C ITY  NEWS WILL  HOST  A C ITY  NEWS WILL  HOST  A 

C ITY-WIDE  VOLUNTEER C ITY-WIDE  VOLUNTEER 
RECOGN IT ION  EVENTRECOGN IT ION  EVENT

IN  APR I L ,  2007IN  APR I L ,  2007

We will recognize, and give awards to, the fine 
volunteers who have made our city great. There will 
be many categories covering all aspects of service 

and giving.

If you know an excellent and deserving 
volunteer in your neighborhood or organization, 
please send a nomination along with a short 

paragraph describing their volunteer activities. 

Please Send it to:
steve@citynewsfl.com or call 

Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308.

This event will be held in April, 2007. 
Former City Commissioner Tim Smith 

will be the Effervescent Emcee and good time 
will be had by all.

Sponsors are welcome - if you have Sponsors are welcome - if you have 
an interest in building goodwill in the an interest in building goodwill in the 

community, call Steve Kelley at community, call Steve Kelley at 
the above number.the above number.

Generously sponsored by:Generously sponsored by:

Dan O’Flaherty, Remax RealtyDan O’Flaherty, Remax Realty
&&

Norman Fisher, The Mortgage ShoppeNorman Fisher, The Mortgage Shoppe

and insane insurance premiums come to mind....

But what we REALLY need doesn’t come by purchase order or budget alloca-
tion. What we really need are the three things that Dorothy’s three friends skipped 
down the yellow brick road to find in the Wizard of OZ: a brain, a heart, and some 
courage.

First the Brain. It will be tough to reach first class city status when our elected 
officials are embarassing us so often. They’ve tossed our “Citizen of the Year” out 
of City Hall, demeaned our citizens that can’t afford a house of their own by saying 
they are lazy, reacted to the upsurge in crime by saying  that “we’ll just have to live 
with more crime for awhile,” and blamed Law Enforcement for suspended driving 
priviledges. 

Next the Heart. We used to be a city that had hearts swelling with pride. We 
fought as a team.... Watched each other’s back... We tried to win National Awards 
for Cities of our size.... We held festivals honoring our Police and Firefighters...We 
volunteered in record setting numbers.... We led the rest of the cities of Broward 
County and wrestled with our challenges in a robust manner, determined to solve 
them. Today it seems we just point fingers at each other and let our leaders hide 
their heads in the sand.

  And Courage!  That’s what it will take to get what we REALLY need..... It will 
take leaders that grow up and put aside their political ambitions and overgrown 
egos, more of our citizens that will participate in their neighborhoods and civic 
associations. City workers that try harder and accomplish more. It will take a com-
mitment by us all to work together. A commitment to work hard to decide what 
we want to be when we grow up! ....After all, we will be 100 years old in a few 
more years....Let’s decide that what we really need, and really want, is a city that is 
known as a great city, a one-of-a-kind city... A city that we can always be proud of, 
a city that we can truly say “There’s No Place Like Home!”

About the Author:

Tim Smith is a former City Commissioner of District 2 in Fort Lauderdale. Smith 
welcomes your comments about the future shape of our city. 

Smith can be reached at (954) 822-4727 or by email at tim@timsmith.com.

Continued from page 1
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale.

Stephen M. Kelley, publisher, can be 
reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board
Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee
Lily Charles

Ernest Kelley

Contributing Writers
Dr. Grayson Walker

John Bernardo

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith

ads@citynewsfl.com

www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $1,500

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $800.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $450.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P.O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the new 
Fort Lauderdale City News 
and reach the residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$1500 for a full page, 
$800 for a half page and only  

$450 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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moreMARKET • PLACE

Gourmet Food • Fine Wines • Espresso
Fresh Soups • Salads • Sandwiches
Specialty Foods • Yacht Provisions

Prime Meats • Fresh Fish • Wild Game
Wine Bar • Desserts • Coffee Bar

m
Portside Yachting Center
1850 SE 17th Street Causeway • Fort Lauderdale
www.morelauderdale.com • 954.701.4775

open 7 days

2430 NE 13th Avenue - Wilton Manors 
(954) 564-9147

Visit us at our great new location at 
2430 NE 13th Avenue, right behind 
Old Florida Seafood on 26th Street. 

See our great selection of trees, 
shrubs, groundcovers & flowers.

Beautiful
Pottery from 
Spain, Italy, 

Mexico,  
Asia & Vietnam

test to steve

Family Owned - Celebrating 20 Years
Conveniently Located in downtown Ft. Lauderdale

404 NW 1st Avenue
954-764-6111

A Trustworthy, full service garage 
specializing in caring and 

affordable luxury car service
  Premium Products
  Impeccable, high quality Service 
  We service your collector car
See us for brakes, struts and shocks, 

alignment, tune-ups, oil changes, 
maintenance and repairs
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You are invited . . . 

To be a part of  
the new 

Fort Lauderdale  
city news 

A city-wide publication  
for us and by us 

Your articles about the  
important issues facing  

fort lauderdale are welcome. 

Your neighborhood and organizational 
news items, announcements, letters to 

the editor and pictures are also invited. 

To discuss article ideas and possibilities 
please call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308
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Ballot question was directed to vot-
ers outside the soil and water dis-
trict’s jurisdiction; and,
Question fails to set forth the tax 
rate necessary for the creation of a 
Watershed District. 

Interestingly, Broward Soil & Water 
District officials never asked for a review 
of their ballot question by an attorney or 
by the more than 30 city, county, state 
and federal water management and 
drainage agencies already working to 
conserve and preserve Broward Coun-
ty’s water. Even the Florida Department 
of Agriculture, which is their authorizing 
agency, was not contacted for an opin-
ion of their question.  In order for the 
BSWCD to create a watershed district 
and duplicate our existing water conser-
vation and preservation initiatives, they 
would have to seek voter approv-
al again to create the 90th special 

3.

4.

taxing district in Broward County.  
And yes, the soil and water district has 
the authority to create a taxing district 
assuming your vote authorizes the dis-
trict.   

Even as the improper language and 
illegal question was exposed, the Soil 
and Water district has moved forward 
with plans to expand their duties and 
responsibilities and create a watershed 
district.  They will be announcing a se-
ries of public hearings soon to determine 
the parameters, direction and programs 
to be considered as part of the district.  
You can be assured, I will actively oppose 
the Broward Soil & Water Conservation 
District’s efforts to create another taxing 
district in Broward County.  The County 
Commission has asked the Florida Leg-
islature to oppose changes necessary to 
create a Watershed Improvement Dis-
trict.  I have also discussed my concerns 
with Legislators and I have asked them 
to consider dissolving the Broward Soil 

Jacobs continued from page 1 and Water Conservation District. 
If this issue had been challenged be-

fore your November vote, it is likely none 
of this discussion would have occurred.  
The County’s Charter – our Constitu-
tion – comes under scrutiny by the 19 
members of the Charter Review Com-
mission (CRC) every six years.  The CRC 
began their deliberations last summer.  I 
recently asked them to consider adding 
language requiring a legal review of fu-
ture ballot questions and an evaluation 
of the entity’s right to place a question 
on the county’s ballot.  In addition, our 
Charter currently makes no mention 
of our environment.  I have also asked 
CRC to consider adding language to the 
Charter’s Citizens Bill of Rights ensuring 
our right to clean air and water, as well 
as the protection of our wildlife habitat 
and natural resources. Finally, I have 
asked the Charter Review Commission 
to provide language which would re-
quire a county-wide vote in order to sell 

any County-owned park, conservation  
or open space for development.  

The resounding approval of the 
Soil and Water District’s question by 
Broward’s voters is evidence of your 
concern for our environment and water 
quality.  

I encourage you to learn more about 
the programs, education initiatives and 
conservation measures available for 
residents, schools, homeowners and 
businesses. You can learn more about 
our environment at www.kristinjacobs.
com.  

If you have questions or need in-
formation.  I can be reached anytime at 
954-357-7002 or catch me on the net 
at kjacobs@broward.org.

You may call me anytime at 954-
357-7002 or send a note to kjacob@
broward.org. 

Our 4th Annual Dog Day event is weeks away! All the food, all the fun, all the great contests and raffles, and all 
the work that goes into making this event great are right around the corner. 

This year we hope to expand upon last year’s successful Dog Day, and expect that it will be the best ever!
This a fun dog event with lots of recognition for your great pet.

       February 18, Middle River Terrace Park - 10:00 am -  to 3:00 pm.

We need volunteers to help with every aspect, from the planning committee to the event crew helpers. 
If you would like to be a part of the best Dog Day ever, please contact Dick at 954-237-1769 or 

deatonfl@comcast.net to sign on.
If you or someone you know would like to sponsor the event, we have a sponsorship package that will fit any 

budget. Sponsors and vendors please contact Dick as soon as possible. We look forward to partnering with you!

“Dog Day in the Park”
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Exotic and Tropical LandscapingExotic and Tropical Landscaping

Custom Designs & Installation
Unique Palm & Plant Nursery
Complete Landscaping Service
Brick Pavers - Marble - Natural Rock
Professional Sprinker Installation
Beautiful Landscape Lighting
Ask about our happy Ft. Lauderdale      

 Customers

ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING
Residential & Commercial

(954) 565-6453
www.allterrainlandscaping.com

Since 1981 - Licensed & Insured

FREEESTIMATES!

MITCHEL A. SENFT, DMD, PA
SEDATION DENTISTRY

Experience The Calm
6451 N. Federal Hwy., Ste.129, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308
954-491-3544 • Fax: 954-491-3562 
email: masdmdpa@bellsouth.net  • www.southfloridasedationdentistry.com
*Offer good thru 03-31-07. Valid only for new patients for first time sedation.                       FTCN

smile!
Experience the calm of Sedation Dentistry today!
Don’t put off  your dental care any longer. 
Call Dr. Mitchel Senft’s office for an appointment 
and let us put the smile back on your face!

1-888-SEDATE-U
Bring in this ad and receive

50%off your first
sedation!*

List of Services:
Sedation Dentistry 

• Preventive Dental Care 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns 

• Bridgework 

• Bonding & Tooth 

Colored Fillings 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Periodontal Treatment - 

Non-surgical & 

Surgical Care 

• Implant Dentistry 

•Extractions-Simple

or Impacted 

• Dentures Repairs & 

Replacements

The patient and any other person responsible
for payment has a right to refuse to pay, 
cancel payment or be reimbursed for any
other service, examination or treatment which
is performed as a result of and within 72 hours
of responding to the advertisement for the
free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service,
examination or treatment.
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Manicure
Pedicure
Facial
Aromatherapy Massage
Total $225

1000 Seminole Drive
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
Across from the Galleria Mall

954.630.0633
Fax 954.630.3351

Spa Manicure
Spa Pedicure

Aromatherapy Massage
Casbah Essential Facial

Seaweed Body Wrap
Spa Lunch

Total $390

A Full Service Spa & Salon

www.casbahspa.com
– Open 7 Days –

Purchase Gift Certificates Online
Anytime at www.casbahspa.com

Spa Pedicure
Aromatherapy
Massage
or Facial
Total $125

Aromatherapy
Massage
or Facial
Total $80

Manicure
Spa Pedicure

Total $63

Two Spa Pedicures
2 Aromatherapy

Massages
A Champagne Toast

& Sweet Suprise
Total $260
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TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CELEBRATES 
80TH ANNIVERSARY

Founded only fifteen years after the 
city of Fort Lauderdale was incorpo-
rated, Trinity Lutheran Church will soon 
reflect on its past. On Sunday, Febru-
ary 25, Trinity Lutheran, now a church 
made up of about 195 members and 
the community will celebrate its 80th 
anniversary. 

“Our (anniversary) worship service 
is under the theme, ‘Forward in Faith’,” 
said Rev. Thomas Hackett, the church’s 
senior pastor since October 2006. “We 
will celebrate God’s blessings upon Trin-
ity’s past, present and future.” 

The church was first formed on 
February 12, 1926 when Pastor H. W. 
Niewald of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church in Miami gathered with a group 
of 24 people to conduct the first wor-
ship service which soon after became 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ft. Lauder-
dale. 

Some of the original members in-
cluded Bertha Radke, Emma Reblin and 
Herman Thiele. Rev. Dallas Gibson, who 
became Trinity’s second pastor on Sep-
tember 5, 1926, led the church with the 
opening of its Sunday school in 1927. 
In 1933, Gibson’s wife, Susan, was in-
strumental in creating Trinity Lutheran 
School that today continues to serve 
the area’s students and families with 
worship and education. 

Before Gibson left Trinity Lutheran 
in 1954, he and the Trinity congrega-
tion also helped other flocks get started 
which include Grace Lutheran and Faith 
Lutheran churches in the Fort Lauder-
dale area. The congregation also led the 
way in forming the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League, organized in 1945 
and they helped develop the Coopera-
tive Feeding Program of Broward Coun-
ty. 

Today, besides Fort Lauderdale, Trin-
ity members also reside in Oakland Park, 
Hollywood, Tamarac, Sunrise, Plantation 
and Pompano Beach. “Trinity Lutheran 
offers people an opportunity to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ as fellow mem-
bers of God’s family,” Rev. Hackett said. 

“We can do this well because we 
have places and a heart for people of 
all ages.” Hackett also mentioned about 
the church’s future. “We see a renewed 
effort ahead to serve the area’s chil-
dren and families through our Sunday 
School, the Trinity Learning Center and 
the Trinity Lutheran School,” he said. 

The anniversary ceremony will 
commence with a worship service at 10 
a. m. The service includes Rev. Hackett 
preaching while students of Trinity Lu-
theran School will celebrate the church 
school’s 74 years of service to the com-
munity. After the service, a barbecue 

will begin at noon. The church expects 
about 200 people to attend the event. 

For more information on the church 
and its anniversary, call 954-463-2450.

New Mount Olive 
Baptist Church and 
legendary boxing 

promoter Don King 
give away holiday 

turkeys
     By Starla Vaughns Cherin

 The New Mount Olive Baptist 
church hosted boxing promoter Don 
King, giving away turkeys to more than 
500 families. 

King has been giving turkeys to 
families during the holiday season for 
45 years. He included South Florida this 
year as one of the stops. “I’m very glad 
to be here,” he told the media.  

New Mount Olive, 400 NW 9th Av-
enue has been a fixture in Fort Lauder-
dale since its founding in 1918. Currently 
senior pastor Dr. Mack King Carter and 
the 7,000 members have expanded the 
church’s mission to include Mount Olive 
Development Corporation with projects 
that range from one-and-two-bedroom 
adult living facilities and county-wide 
housing for HIV positive adults and their 
families as well as building affordable 
housing for first time homeowners. 

National activist Al Sharpton and 
local WTPS radio talk-show host James 
Thomas referred King to Mount Olive 
and helped promote the turkey give-
away on the radio. Assistant Pastor Bish-
op James Adams said, “Mr. King said 
he’d heard about the work we do in the 
community and thought this would be 

a good place to start his South Florida 
tour.

It was a great idea and a perfect ad-
dition to the ongoing giving at Mount 
Olive. I thought it was a powerful state-
ment that Mr. King not only wanted to 
give but was present.” King distributes 
4,000 turkeys in South Florida at five 
stops from Miami to Palm Beach, at the 
Focal Point Senior Center in Deerfield 
Beach, Community Childcare Center at 
Village Academy on Palm Beach, West 
Palm Beach Jai-Alai, Lumily’s Mission for 
Haiti, Miami. 

From there he went to give away 
turkeys in New York, New Jersey and 
his hometown, Cleveland, Ohio. King 
said, “This is something I’ve done for a 
long time and each year it’s just as over-
whelming and so moving. 

Some of the things people say and 
to see how good they feel makes us 
stop and think, this is something that 
is greatly appreciated and greatly need-
ed.” 

King returned to south Florida on 
January 6, at the Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino for a weekend gala bash and a 
boxing rematch between heavyweights 
Samuel Peter and James Toney. Celeb-
rities present were Paris Hilton, Beyon-
cé Knowles, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Tiger 
Woods and Sean “P Diddy” Combs.

The Scottish American Society 
of South Florida Hosts Dinner, 
Concert and Dance at the El 

Palacio Hotel
                   

Event Commemorates the 
248th Anniversary of the 

Birth of Robert Burns
  
The public is invited to help celebrate 

the 248th anniversary of the birth of the 
immortal Scottish Poet Robert Burns at 
a gala evening scheduled for Saturday, 
February 10th   at the El Palacio Hotel in 
Fort Lauderdale.  The hotel is located at 
4900 Powerline Road.

 Hosted by the Scottish American 
Society of South Florida, the evening fes-
tivities will include a ceremonial address 
to a Haggis by Glasgow-born Peter Bu-
chanan of Plantation, dinner including 
traditional haggis, music by he interna-
tionally acclaimed Brigadoons from On-
tario, Canada, as well as performances 
by Scottish Tenor Steve Albritton, The 
White Heather Dancers and The Fort 
Lauderdale Highlanders Pipe Band.

 The evening begins with a guest 
reception at 5:00 p.m. followed by The 
Address to a Haggis at 6 p.m. prompt, 
and dinner at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 
per person. Send checks payable to 
the Scottish American Society of South 
Florida to Peter Buchanan, 1611 NW 
85th Terrace, Plantation, Florida 33322-
5542. Tables of eight may be reserved 
upon request and special hotel rates are 
available for those wishing to stay over-
night.

 A Burns Supper is a celebration of 
the life and poetry of the poet Robert 
Burns, author of the version of the Scots 
song Auld Lang Syne, which is generally 
sung at Hogmanay and other New Year 
celebrations around the English-speak-
ing world. The suppers are normally held 
on or near the poet’s birthday, January 
25, sometimes known as Burns Night, 
although they may in principle be held 
at any time of the year.

 Burns suppers are most common in 
Scotland, but they occur wherever there 
are Burns clubs, expatriate Scots, or in-
deed lovers of Burns’ poetry. He first 
suppers were held in Ayrshire at the end 
of the 18th century by his friends on 
the anniversary of his death, July 21, In 
Memoriam and, although the date has 
changed to the 25th of January since 
then, they have been a regular occur-
rence ever since.

 The Scottish American Society of 
South Florida is a not-for-profit organi-
zation dedicated to the furtherance of 
Scottish culture through Scottish dance, 
music and art.

 For additional information call (954) 
577-9010 or visit the Scottish American 
Society of South Florida web site at 
www.SASSF.org.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By Wilton Manors Commissioner 
Gary Resnick

PROTECTING TENANTS DURING 
CONDO CONVERSIONS 

With the slow down in the real es-
tate market, developers may be more 

eager to 
look for 
ways to 
decrease 
expenses 
and finish 
projects 
quickly. 
With re-
spect to 
a p a r t -
ment to 
c o n d o -
min ium 
conver-
s i o n s , 

Florida law is very specific with respect 
to the rights developers must afford 
tenants when they convert apartment 
buildings to condominiums. Recently 
at my urging, Wilton Manors filed a 
complaint against a developer of con-
dominiums in Wilton Towers where the 
developer seeks to convert 
150 apartments to con-
dominiums based on the 
developer not providing 
the required notices to the 
tenants.

There are still approxi-
mately 60 tenants renting 
apartments in Wilton Tow-
ers. Some of these tenants 
have lived in the building 
for many years and many 
are elderly. Under Florida 
law, before developers sell 
condominium units that 
were converted from apart-
ments, the developer must 
provide written notice to 
the tenants. This notice triggers many 
rights of the tenants, including:

1. This notice must inform the ten-
ants that they have the right to extend 
their existing lease under the same terms 
for a period up to 360 days after the date 
of the notice (for tenants who have lived 
in the building less than six months, the 
tenant may extend the lease for an ad-
ditional 270 days). 

2. Tenants have 45 days from the 
date they received the notice to notify 
the developer in writing if they want to 
extend their lease and they may do so 
for the full 360 days or any portion. 

3. Tenants may unilaterally termi-
nate their lease with 30 days written 
notice. 

4.  The developer may elect to pro-
vide tenants the option of receiving 

a cash relocation payment equal to at 
least one month rent in consideration 
for extending their lease not more than 
180 days rather than the 360 days. 

5.   Each tenant who has lived in the 
building for at least 180 days has a right 
of first refusal to purchase their unit for 
certain period of time. 

6.  If the period of time to purchase 
the unit expires and the developer then 
offers the unit for sale at a lower price 
then that offered to tenant, the devel-
oper must notify the tenant in writing 
and the tenant has the right of first re-
fusal to purchase the unit at that lower 
price for ten days after such notice. 

In addition, there is certain informa-
tion the developer must provide with 
respect to the conversion for the ben-
efit of potential purchasers. Specifically, 
the developer must provide information 
regarding the age, remaining life and 
estimated repair costs for the following 
elements of the building: the roof, ele-
vators, electrical systems, pavement and 
parking, the structural, heating and cool-
ing systems, swimming pool, drainage 
systems, fire protection, plumbing, and 
sea walls. The disclosures must also in-
clude information as to termite damage 
and infestation. Finally, the developer 
must fund reserves for air conditioning, 
plumbing and roof replacement or war-

ranty certain improvements 
for a certain number of years 
after the conversation. 

The Division of Florida 
Land Sales, Condominium 
and Mobile Homes of the 
Florida Department of Busi-
ness and Professional Regula-
tion regulates condominium 
conversions and enforces 
the rights of tenants. When 
it appeared that the devel-
oper of Wilton Towers was 
attempting to let the exist-
ing tenants’ leases run out 
without affording the proper 
notification, it was appropri-
ate for the City to take action 

and file a complaint with the Division to 
protect the tenants’ legal rights.

Having to move because of a condo 
conversion is stressful enough for ten-
ants. While private property owners 
-- including developers of apartment 
buildings -- certainly have the right to 
maximize the value of their real estate 
interests, it is important that they not 
circumvent established law and should 
anticipate the cost of complying with 
the law as part of their business plans. 

If you have any questions or com-
ments regarding this issue, or any issue 
involving the City, please feel free to con-
tact me at 954-566-0054 or via email at 
garyresnick@aol.com. As always, thank 
you for your input and continued sup-
port. 
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“Looking Out For 
District Four”

 
by Broward County Commissioner, 

Ken Keechl

 If you haven’t figured it out yet, 
I hope to utilize Steve Kelley’s Fort Lau-
derdale City News to keep you informed 
about my activities as your 
County Commissioner. I 
also believe you have the 
right to know what is trans-
piring before the Broward 
County Commission.  And 
you have the right to hear 
it from your County Com-
missioner.   

During the election, I 
pledged to be your “neigh-
borhood” Commissioner.  
In addition to attending 
your homeowners’ meetings and be-
ing available to hear your concerns,  I 
have spent a great deal of time since 
my election, meeting with those City 
Commissioners located within District 
4. I have now visited some or all of the 
City Commissioners in Dania Beach, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Wilton Manors, Oakland 
Park, Lighthouse Point, Lauderdale-By-
The-Sea, Pompano Beach and Deerfield 
Beach.  

Whether Democrat or Republican, 
I want your City Commissioners to un-
derstand that to better represent your 
interests, I need to hear from them as 
well.  As I see it, while my job is to repre-
sent all 1.7 million residents of Broward 
County, I have a special obligation to 
protect the interests of the residents of 
District 4—after all you elected me for 
that specific reason.

So how have I been looking out for 
District 4?  

Well, in the last month, I worked 
closely with Ft. Lauderdale Commis-
sioner Christine Teel to finalize the pur-
chase of a piece of property located on 
Bayview Drive.  We did this by combin-
ing Broward County Park Bond funds 
with Ft. Lauderdale general revenue 
funds.  Working together, we were able 
to create a small, but priceless, piece of 
green space in Coral Ridge on which the 
city will establish a small park for local 
residents in East Ft. Lauderdale.  I don’t 
have to tell you the importance of pre-
serving every last piece of green space.  
Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever.  Sadly, 
District 4 probably has less green space 
than most, if not all, of the other eight 
districts in Broward County.  Preserving 
as much green space as possible, while 
I represent you, is extremely important 
to me.  The future quality of life for our 
families depends on our actions now.

Ft. Lauderdale Commissioner Char-
lotte Rodstrom and I have met repeat-
edly and we are working together to 

address issues of importance to those 
residents living on the central portion of 
Ft. Lauderdale Beach.  She and I share a 
common vision.  We want less growth 
and density on our barrier island.  I am 
confident that together we can make 
our vision a reality.  Similarly, I have met 
with Deerfield Beach Commissioner 
Pam Militello to strategize about a joint 
effort to tackle a variety of environmen-

tal issues of importance in 
Deerfield Beach.  She also 
shares our vision.  I will be 
telling you more about our 
collaborative efforts in the 
near future.  

From the dais of the 
Broward County Commis-
sion, I have been looking 
out for our interests as well.  
When the Baltimore Orioles 
recently returned to the Bro-
ward County Commission 

to renegotiate several portions of their 
contract, I ensured that no changes 
were made that would affect the future 
availability of Broward County bed taxes 
for beach shoreline restoration purpos-
es.  I doubt I would have voted to utilize 
our bed tax dollars for this venture in the 
first place, but the deal was done before 
my election.  So when the Baltimore 
Orioles returned seeking more conces-
sions, my job was simply to ensure that 
this project wouldn’t effect future fund-
ing for the beach shoreline restoration.  
I’m happy to say that I succeeded.  

Lastly, the Broward County Com-
mission is in the process of approving 
a contract for vegetative debris removal 
for Deerfield Island Park.  As many of you 
know, Deerfield Island Park, along with 
several other parks, incurred tree devas-
tation and loss due to Hurricane Wilma.  
As this is an environmentally sensitive 
park, hand labor will be utilized instead 
of heavy equipment.

In the upcoming month, the Bro-
ward County Commission will be hold-
ing a workshop to begin the budget 
process. I will continue to advocate my 
unwavering position—no increased 
property taxes. Also, the Broward 
County Commission will be holding a 
workshop to discuss the status of the 
Central Broward Regional Park.  There 
have been unacceptable cost overruns 
associated with this project.  As a result, 
my colleagues and I have been closely 
monitoring this project.  We are now 
considering how to recoup some of this 
money, possibly by selling naming rights 
and by allowing advertising at the park 
once it opens.   

We have a property tax crisis on our 
hands.  So, it shouldn’t be a surprise that 
I am in favor of utilizing innovative ways 
to increase revenue. 

As usual, if you have questions, 
comments, or concerns I can be reached 
at 954 357 7004 or KKeechl@Broward.
org.

“Our Shared Vision 
for Broward County” 

by Broward County Commissioner 
Ken Keechl

By electing me to the Broward 
County Commission on November 7th, 
you, the residents of District 4, sent 
a powerful message to the Broward 
County Commission.  You supported a 
new vision for Broward County.  Your 
votes signaled that you wanted lower 
taxes; fiscal accountability; more green 
spaces; lesser density on our beaches; 
and a full-time county commissioner 
representing District 4 and always be-
ing available to you.  In my five short 
weeks as your Commissioner, I hope my 
actions and my votes as your Commis-
sioner have already reflected my deter-
mination to fulfill our shared vision.  

The easiest pledge to keep, of 
course, is the only one totally within 
my control; that is, to be your full-time 
County Commissioner.  

In the last five weeks, I have been 
on the job every day.  I have met with 
numerous Department and Division 
directors and numerous administrative 
staff in an attempt to become intimately 
familiar with the inner-workings of the 
vast Broward County bureaucracy.  

I want to know where-and how-our 
property tax dollars are being spent.  I 
want to know exactly who supports our 
shared vision for Broward County and, 
more importantly, who doesn’t.  I’ve 
already learned that Broward County’s 
government is comprised of many hard 
working and intelligent employees who 
share our vision, but desperately seek 
leadership to guide them.  This leader-
ship must, of course, come from the 
nine Broward County Commissioners.  I 
am cautiously optimistic that collectively 
the Commission will provide this leader-
ship. 

The more difficult goals to achieve 
will be those based on policy: again, 
lowering taxes, protecting our green 
spaces from development, lessening 
density on our beaches, and ensuring 
fiscal accountability.  Why will these 
goals be more difficult to achieve?  You 
already know the answer—special in-
terests.  Please don’t misunderstand me.  
I truly believe that all of my colleagues 
want what is best for Broward County.  
But you shouldn’t underestimate the 
influence of well-financed special inter-
ests.   So how do we level the playing 
field and achieve our goals?  It’s really 
quite simple: by making your voices 
heard—and not only at election time.  
Don’t forget what occurred several 
months ago when the voters showed 
up in mass at the County Commission 
to complain about their proposed prop-
erty taxes. Suddenly, the County Com-
mission began looking for ways to cut 

the budget.  I agree that this should 
have been done earlier, and the results 
were less than stellar.  But a lesson was 
learned.  The Broward County Commis-
sion will listen—when confronted.   

I would encourage each of you to 
go to the Broward County website at 
www.Broward.org. and email all of the 
County Commissioners. Tell them you 
want lower taxes, more green spaces, 
lesser density on the beaches and fiscal 
accountability.  

In the meantime, I will be diligently 
fighting for our shared vision for Bro-
ward County from the dais.  Don’t let 
my colleagues forget that they work for 
you.  And you can be certain I won’t for-
get it.

Until next month….

LXR Luxury Resorts 
& Hotels Presents-

Impressions of Old South 
Florida

On Thursday, March 22nd, the Im-
pressions of Old South Florida 2007 ex-
hibit of juried art will open in the Carl 
Weinhardt Gallery on the grounds of 
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens.  

For the first time LXR Luxury Resorts 
& Hotels will be the presenting sponsor 
of this annual fundraiser. The evening 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a special 
champagne preview for event sponsors 
and VIP ticket holders that will include 
a private showing of the upstairs living 
quarters of Evelyn and Frederic Bartlett.  

General admission will begin at 6:30 
p.m. when guests and participating art-
ists will preview the artwork selected for 
inclusion in this elite juried art compe-
tition.  Our guest juror for Impressions 
will be an art professional from South 
Florida, and prizes will be awarded dur-
ing the evening for the top artwork 
submitted.  The People’s Choice Award 
is always a highlight of Impressions.  All 
guests are encouraged to become a “Ju-
ror” for the evening and vote for their 
favorite artist of the night.  All art in the 
Impressions of Old South Florida 2007 
competition will be for sale with 50% 
of the proceeds benefiting the Bonnet 
House Museum & Gardens.

Additional highlights of the evening 
will include a culinary delight of gour-
met hors d’oeuvres, paired with fine 
wines and an incredible array of silent 
auction items.  Tickets for the opening 
of Impressions 2007 on March 22nd are 
$125, which includes the champagne 
preview at 6:00 p.m. and the reception, 
or $100 for the reception only at 6:30 
p.m.  

Attendance is by reservation only 
by calling (954) 563-5393, ext. 163 for 
additional information. 
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THE REASSURING FEELING
OF A WELL-PROTECTED HOME

IMPACT GLASS WINDOWS
keep you and your family

safer from storms and intruders

PROFESSIONAL IMPACT WINDOW SALES, INSTALLATION, & REPAIR

ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

954 946 1553

AUTHORIZED DEALER OF

www.windowmanfl.com

Effortless Hurricane Preparation

Enhance The Aesthetics and Value
of Your Home

Increase Energy Efficiency

Absolute Property Safety & Security

Contact Us for a Professional Consultation

Licensed & Insured #00-9674-G-X

My yard has become a 
dog potty!

            by Dan McCarty

After years of struggling to perfect 
my landscaping, thereby creating a 
small oasis of natural beauty….my yard 
has become a minefield of doggy pres-
ents and impolitely marked territory.  

You know the restroom signs that 
show male or female symbols indicat-
ing which room to use?  The dogs have 
erected a sign in my yard that shows a 
dog symbol doing the one-legged sa-
lute.  There are bi-lingual signs for dogs 
that only speak spanish.  

They have even constructed a ramp 
for wheelchair access so those dogs 
with no rear legs can wheel themselves 
into my yard to do their business.

I live in downtown Fort Lauderdale, 
where the average yard fits in a bathtub.  
These miniature yards are primarily used 
for parking our Mercedes convertibles 
and storing our boat trailers.  Taking into 

account the mandatory palm trees and 
small sidewalks, that leaves us with a us-
able yard space the size of a washcloth.  
So what is the rational response to this 
situation?  We own an average of three 
dogs per house, of course.  And where 
do three large dogs go to the bathroom 
in downtown Fort Lauderdale?  

Each neighbor has the same an-
swer: Somewhere else.  Anywhere else.

This leads to a never-ending game 
of neighborhood Reverse Scavenger 
Hunt, where instead of collecting items 
from neighboring houses, the idea is 
to leave little doggy items without be-
ing detected. Each day our players leave 
their homes for a little exercise with 
their faithful pets.  Oh, they look inno-
cent enough, with their jogging suits 
and their in-line skates, but look at their 
eyes.  

Constantly shifting, searching for 
the spare patch of grass, the empty 
boulevard or the motherload of doggy 
Reverse Scavenger Hunts…the neigh-
bor away on vacation!  It is not unusual 
for snowbirds in my neighborhood to 

return from up north to find dog rest 
stops have been constructed with one-
way access ramps, a play area, and even 
vending machines filled with dog bis-
cuits, pig ears and bottled toilet water.

Although the Reverse Scavenger 
Hunt is technically illegal, it is difficult 
to get even the most conscientious 
law enforcement officer to take time off 
from chasing murderers and terrorists to 
guard my small patch of lawn from dog 
defilement.  So I decided to take the law 
into my own hands.

I purchased a large quantity of ex-
press mail envelopes and marked them 
with the return address of the Florida 
State Lottery.  

I keep track of each offending animal 
and the proper owner.  I scoop up their 
delivery to me and place it in the mail to 
be sent to them two days later.  I admit 
this can be a bit expensive, but mail time 
in my neighborhood now has a sense 
of drama and suspense it never had be-
fore.  The few neighbors brave enough 
to throw the packages away get a fol-
low-up letter stating their lottery prize 

Another Day in Paradise
has expired. They are 90% sure they 
are getting scammed, but that 10% is 
enough to keep them up at night.

Someday I will probably be caught 
at this practice and will gladly take my 
day in court to explain my behavior.  No 
pet-less jury in the world would convict 
me.

I just hope the judge doesn’t have 
three large dogs and a house down the 
block.

About the Author:

Dan McCarty retired from corporate 
America to devote his life to important 
causes, such as global warming and 
keeping fat guys from wearing speedos 
on the beach.  He can be reached at 
danmccarty1@comcast.net.
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Call Garry Thani 
(954) 893-9540 or  

(954) 444-7788  

We can fix any computer problem!
All Computer Repairs -  Your home or Office!
Fast Service! 
Hardware Upgrades 
Virus Detection/Protection 
Spyware & adware 
removal! 
New computer setup 
Data Recovery & Backup 
Home/Office Network 
Systems—Wireless! 
Affordable systems 
starting at $599 

And much, much more!

• One -Time
• Weekly
• Bi-Weekly
• Monthly
• Supplies Furnished
• Reasonable Rates

• Homes
• Apartments
• Condos
• Vacants
• Offices
• Boats/Yachts 
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Try us & notice the difference!
A Workout for St. 

Jude Event to Raise 
Funds for St. Jude 

Children’s Research 
Hospital

A Workout for St. Jude event ben-
efiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital will be held at Fitness Together, Fort 
Lauderdale during the month of Febru-
ary 2007 in Oakland Park, FL.  The Vol-
unteer Coordinator for this event is Fit-
ness Together Manager, Ms. Meaghan 
Vecchia, who encourages everyone to 
participate.  

By participating in or attending the 
event, you will help raise funds for the 
world’s premier pediatric cancer re-
search center.  These funds will help St. 
Jude in its ongoing fight against child-
hood cancer and other catastrophic dis-
eases.

“Our goal in holding this event is 
to help children of the world who are 
stricken with diseases like cancer, AIDS, 
sickle cell disease and other catastrophic 
illnesses,” said Meaghan Vecchia, Man-
ager of Fitness Together, Fort Lauder-
dale.  “St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital is a world leader in the fight against 
these diseases, and they have made 

great progress because of the help of 
people who participate in and donate 
to events like Workout for St. Jude.”

St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital is internationally recognized for its 
pioneering work in finding cures and 
saving children with cancer and other 
catastrophic diseases.  Founded by the 
late entertainer, Danny Thomas, and 
based in Memphis, Tenn., St. Jude freely 
shares its discoveries with scientific and 
medical communities around the world.  
No family ever pays for treatments not 
covered by insurance, and families with-
out insurance are never asked to pay.  
St. Jude is financially supported by AL-
SAC®, its fund-raising organization, 
through events such as Workout for St. 
Jude.

If you are interested in participating 
or making a donation, please call Ms. 
Meaghan Vecchia at Fitness Together, 
Fort Lauderdale, 954-491-7988.  

You can also visit them on the web 
at www.FTpersonaltrainers.com.  

For more information on St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, please visit 
www.stjude.org.

HAVE A NEWS ITEM FOR HAVE A NEWS ITEM FOR 
THE THE 

FORT LAUDERDALE FORT LAUDERDALE 
CITY NEWS?CITY NEWS?

Call 
(954) 564-1308 or email it to 

citynews@bellsouth.net

Share your event or 
organizational news with all the residents of 

FORT LAUDERDALE!
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am over-
whelmed by your wonderful, kind, re-
sponse to Tales From The Galt Gulag. 

Since my first article ran in Decem-
ber, I have received over one-hundred 
telephone calls and over fifty emails. The 
publisher of the new paper, Steve Kelley, 
has had a similar response. 

I have met with many of you and 
heard your stories of fraud, graft, cor-
ruption, violence, and intimidation. All 
of you are unhappy with the actions of 
your Board. 

The sad and horrific stories we’ve 
heard are all about one central issue: 
the incredible secrecy surrounding our 
finances of our Condo buildings and the 
intimidating and illegal tactics used to 
hide how our money is spent.

The adjectives used to describe 
them ranged from abusive to criminal. 
I will be telling your stories, shining the 
light of truth on the illegal actions of 
your Boards. 

According to Donna LaPorte, a Con-
do Commando is “an egocentric person 
on a condominium’s board of directors 
who rules by intimidation, putting his/
her interests ahead of others, abusive to 
the property manager and any board 
member who gets in the way. Domi-
nates meetings, won’t let others speak. 
Can be prone to angry outbursts.” 

Anyone who attended Southpoint’s 
8:00 p. m., February 20, 2006, Board 
meeting will recall that Board President 
Martin Glazer lost his temper while 
Howard Berman was talking to the 
Owners, announced, “The meeting is 
adjourned,” turned off the lights and 
left the room without so much as a sec-
ond of a motion to adjourn.

Clarification of the powers of 
Boards and Directors

Many Condominium Owners do 
not realize that a condominium associa-
tion is a Florida Not For Profit Organiza-
tion and is directed by a Board of Direc-
tors. 

Each member of the Board has equal 
powers. The Board selects officers, but 
these officers do not have any special 
powers. This is an important point, be-
cause some people believe that a Board 
President has some additional powers. 
This probably is due to his title as an of-
ficer, president. 

This has nothing to do with the in-
dependent powers exercised by a head 
of government, such as the President of 
the United States. In a corporation, the 
president has no special powers. In a 
condominium association, a president 

has no special powers. A Board Presi-
dent serves at the pleasure of the Board 
of Directors. To serve means to be sub-
ordinate or submissive. 

For example, Southpoint’s President 
Marty Glazer serves at the pleasure of the 
Board of Directors. For example, when 
Carly Fiorina made a mess of Hewlett-
Packard after the fight to buy Compaq, 
the Board fired her. Any Condominium 
Board can remove any office by a simple 
majority vote, generally by secret ballot. 
Any condominium Board that allows a 
“condo commando” to exist, is volun-
tarily submitting to that tyranny.

Windows and the Law 

In 2004, Florida changed the insur-
ance requirements for condominiums. 
Florida law supersedes any condomin-
ium’s documents. Florida law now re-
quires that condominiums insure our 
windows and patio doors. In October 
2004, Florida changed and upgraded 
the statewide building code and the 
new code became effective January 
2005. 

For high-risk coastal areas, the 
Florida Building Code of 2005 requires 
special high-impact window frames and 
two-layer laminated glass. Depending 
upon where one lives, there are new in-
stallation and specification requirements 
for windows and doors. 

In January 2006, the DBPR issued 
Declaratory Statement DS2005-055, 
stating that all Florida condominiums 
are responsible to repair and/or replace 
anything they are responsible for insur-
ing. A DBPR Declaratory Statement is 
like a court ruling. It establishes legal 
policy for Florida. On April 24, 2006, the 
Palm-Aire Country Club Condominium 
#4 Association Board wrote to their 
Owners concerning the new insurance 
requirements and the DBPR’s Declara-
tory statement. 

In a plain speaking memo, they stat-
ed the DBPR made a decision for all Flor-
ida condominiums, “If a Condominium 
Association insured an item, they must 
be responsible to repair or replace that 
item.” 

Palm-Aire wrote to the Owners in-
forming them that if they repaired or re-
placed their windows, they should sub-
mit their bills for reimbursement. They 
also wrote that if windows have not 
been repaired or replaced, the Office 
will get bids and have their windows 
and door repaired or replaced. 

Palm-Aire is obeying the law. All 
condominiums should follow Palm-
Aire’s example. Your windows are the 
responsibility of your Condominium As-

sociation. Your Condominium Associa-
tion must insure them. If your windows 
need to be repaired, your Condomini-
um Association is responsible. If your 
window/door cannot be repaired to 
current Code, your Condominium As-
sociation must replace them with new, 
code compliant windows.

At Southpoint: Spy System or 
Keyless Entry? 

Have you noticed the ugly rectan-
gular boxes attached to the wall in the 
G1 and G2 elevator lobbies? They are 
hard to miss, with the tacky exterior 
wire-molding running from the ceiling 
down to the box. This is all part of the 
new keyless entry system - the answer 
to a question that was never asked by 
the Owners.

The keyless entry system uses key-
fobs to open doors and call elevators. It 
is important to realize this is much more 
than just a way to open doors. This sys-
tem provides the Office with reports 
that showing who opened which door, 
who used which elevator, and the date 
and time. In other words, the system 
watches you, and tracks your coming 
and going at Southpoint. This is a Sur-
veillance Spy System designed to report 
on each owner’s movements. 

It also provides the Office with the 
ability to selectively “lock you out” at 
their whim. 

For example, if you commit the 
heinous crime of forgetting to return 
a shopping cart on time and are fined 
$5.00, the Board could decide you can-
not use an elevator until you go to the 
Office, pay your fine, and have your ac-
cess restored. 

We do not need to be controlled 
and have our movements tracked by 
the Board. This is a dangerous invasion 
of our privacy and a way for the Board 
to control the owners.

Did you ask the Board to spend 
$50,000 of your money to spy on you? 
Did anybody ask your permission to 
make this fundamental change to the 
common elements of Southpoint?

Excuses and Misuse of funds 

Southpoint’s Glazer recently sent 
you a President Letter (SIC). After blow-
ing his own horn, he used our money to 
make the false claim of being harassed 
by Grayson Walker and “his followers.” 
The Board fails to complete projects on 
time and on budget. He makes excuses 
about city inspectors, mysterious emails, 
and letters. People of character make re-
sults, losers make excuses.

Glazer Fears The Truth 

At the Board meeting of December 
11, 2006, Glazer and his followers de-
nounced this newspaper as a “rag.” They 
disparaged publisher Steven Kelley and 
Grayson Walker. Glazer fears the truth. 
The Fort Lauderdale City News prints 
only the truth; otherwise, it could be 
sued for libel. Because the Fort Lauder-
dale City News dared to publish one ar-
ticle questioning how Glazer is handling 
your money, he was so threatened that 
he issued the following instructions: “Do 
not accept any delivery for the paper: 
“The Ft. Lauderdale City News.” Throw 
out any/all copies. If Grayson Walker is 
seen delivering papers and/or posting 
anything write down the time he is do-
ing it & have someone go behind him 
& take away anything he should put 
out/post, etc. then notify Marty Glazer 
1902N of events.”

Banned In Southpoint 
Since the Fort Lauderdale City 

News prints the truth, the truth is now 
“BANNED IN SOUTHPOINT.”

Playa del Mar or Paya del 
Mar? 

What is red, yellow, and green and 
stands out like a sore thumb along the 
Galt Ocean Mile? A traffic light, you say? 
Wrong! It is Playa del Mar. 

Residents are complaining about 
the new bright yellow color of the build-
ing with its red and green pavers. 

“We were never asked what color 
we wanted and never informed about 
anything. They just did it,” says one 
owner. “We look like the annex to Winn-
Dixie. We’re the same color.” 

However, ignoring the Owners ap-
pears to be the norm at Playa del Mar. It 
gets even better - or is it worse - at Playa 
del Mar. 

Consider Playa del Mar Board Presi-
dent Ed Napolitano. When he ran for the 
board of directors in 2004, he claimed 
to own his apartment, own two busi-
nesses, and claimed to be an engineer-
ing contractor with an extensive busi-
ness background. 

After his election, it was discovered 
that the recorded deed is only in his 
wife’s name, his two companies were 
defunct in 1992, and he has never held 
a contractor’s license in the State of Flor-
ida. Were the Playa del Mar voters fraud-
ulently induced by these misrepresenta-
tions? Could this constitute election 
fraud? Since it appears to violate Playa 
del Mar’s condominium documents, 
how can they have a Board President 

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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who cannot vote in a Playa del Mar elec-
tion? 

Playa del Mar Refused State 
Election Monitor 

Last year when Napolitano was up 
for re-election, the instructions to own-
er’s mailing ballots were to send them 
to Napolitano’s apartment and not to 
the Play del Mar office. 

Twenty-percent of the owners peti-
tioned the State of Florida for an elec-
tion monitor. 

However, the Playa del Mar news-
letter told the owners the board would 
not allow the State of Florida’s election 
monitors unless they met the require-
ments of Robert Rubenstein of Becker 
and Poliakof, Playa del Mar’s attorney. 

Excuse me! Since when does an at-
torney have authority over a State of 
Florida election monitor? Please explain 
your conduct, Mr. Rubenstein! 

On February 27, 2006, election 
night, Florida’s Election Monitors were 
sequestered by Rubenstein and the Pla-
ya del Mar’s manager, Keith Tannebaum, 
in the front lobby, where they were told 
they would not be allowed to conduct 
the election. 

The board refused to allow them in 
the election meeting and instead, would 
only meet with the full board in the Tan-
nebaum’s office. The Owners reported 
this flagrant violation of Florida law to 
the DBPR’s Bureau of Enforcement. Af-
ter an investigation, the DBPR’s Bureau 
of Enforcement issued a letter of viola-
tion against the Playa del Mar Board. 

Furthermore, the Florida Election 
Monitors could not certify the election 
because they did not know what hap-
pened to the ballot box during their se-
quester. 

It should not come as a surprise that 
Napolitano was re-elected in this highly 
irregular election. Napolitano now han-
dles all negotiations for Playa del Mar by 
himself. Owners have never seen com-
parative bids and Napolitano contin-
ues to award Continental, the Playa del 
Mar management company, with high 
priced contracts. 

There seem to be other irregulari-
ties. After Hurricane Wilma, Playa del 
Mar sustained roof damage. The insur-
ance inspector placed the roof dam-
age at $266,000. Although there was 
over ten-years left in the old roof, Na-
politano decided to replace the roof for 
$1,2000,000. 

In 2005, the Board levied a 
$5.500,000 assessment. There will be 
another massive assessment in 2007, 
but the Board refuses to say how much 
until after the February 27, 2007 elec-
tion. 

There is almost no communication 
from the Board because there have been 
few meetings since Napolitano was re-
elected. When asked by the Owners 
why he did not hold more board meet-

ings, his response was “I don’t have 
time.” 

The Owners’ response to this is 
“But you have time to lavishly spend 
our money without our approval.” 

Napolitano has also disbanded 
most of the Owner’s Committees in fa-
vor of making unilateral decisions. One 
of these decisions was to move all of 
the Playa del Mar Condominium Asso-
ciation’s money to City National Bank, 
where his wife, Linda Napolitano is an 
executive. 

Could this move have been a coin-
cidence? According to one owner, “We 
believe it started with the Presidency of 
Lucille Fannin.” Fannin is Napolitano’s 
predecessor and next-door neighbor. 
“Fannin wanted a management com-
pany rather than hire our own in-house 
manager,” says another irate owner. Ac-
cording to one Owner, “The Board ap-
proved paying the Continental Manager 
$55,000 a year but within two-weeks, 
Fannin signed a contract for $75,000 
and contracted our front desk concierge 
personnel to Continental for an outland-
ish amount of money.” 

It is now reported that Fannin has 
taken over the Playa del Mar decorat-
ing committee and wants to redecorate 
the inside of the building in Fall colors. 
The proposed interior refurbishment will 
cost between one and two million dol-
lars. “We can only imagine how awful it 
will be considering her choices of colors 
for the exterior of the building,” another 
owner added. 

Fannin’s husband, David, earned 
$2.239 million in 2005 and sold $5.266 
million in Office Depot stock, according 
to Forbes Magazine. 

While another massive assessment 
would not be a financial hardship for 
Fannin, the situation is different for Pla-
ya del Mar’s long term and aging Own-
ers. 

Playa del Mar Board Candidates Pla-
ya del Mar Owners have formed Resi-
dents For a Better Playa del Mar to bring 
honesty, openness, and fiscal responsi-
bility to Playa del Mar. 

Their election is February 27, 2007. 
Like Southpoint, the Playa del Mar Own-
ers face a critical election. The Residents 
For a Better Playa del Mar are putting 
forth a powerful slate of reform candi-
dates, including Grace Antonello, Dan-
iel Lecht, Michael Marsalona, and Mark 
Stern. Antonello’s family has been living 
at Playa del Mar for 32 years. 

She brings expertise in property 
management to the Board. Daniel Lecht 
has been a Play del Mar owner for 15 
years. He possesses extensive entrepre-
neurial experience. Michael Marsalona 
has been a Play del Mar owner for 20 
years. He has been a property and casu-
alty insurance specialist for the past 30 
years and has managed various residen-
tial properties. 

Mark Stern was President of the 
Board in 2002. He met with owners on 

a one-to-one basis, two days a week. 
He is the former on-air host of The All 
Night Show on WKID-TV51. 

Because of the irregularities in the 
last election, the questionable proce-
dures, and refusal by the current Board 
of Directors to allow the State Election 
Monitor to witness the last election, 
Residents for a Better Playa del Mar re-
quest that Owners not mail their ballots 
but rather hand carry their ballot to the 
meeting or give their ballot to another 
Owner to take with them. 

“We want every vote to be properly 
counted,” says a committee member. 
“We want control of our building back,” 
says another frustrated Playa del Mar 
Owner, “If we’re successful, we’ll all be 
very happy. If not, welcome to another 
year of Condo Hell!”

Residents for a Better Playa de Mar 
is enthusiastically endorsed by the Fort 
Lauderdale City News.

Southpoint’s 2007 election 

On March 9, 2007, Southpoint will 
elect five members of its nine-member 
board of directors. 

At this election, Southpoint’s Own-
ers have the opportunity to clean house 
and elect a new majority on the South-
point Board. This is the first chance to 
do so in two-years. This is a critical elec-
tion to preserve your property rights. T

his election is your chance to restore 
integrity to the governance of South-
point. Who we elect will have a great 
impact on our quality of life at South-
point as well as reducing our expenses. 

With a proper board operating in With a proper board operating in 
the open, with no secrets, your con-the open, with no secrets, your con-
dominium expenses could actually go dominium expenses could actually go 
down.down. 

A new board will conduct a com-
prehensive audit and precisely deter-
mine where our association dues have 
gone, where they are going now, and 
whether or not past and present expen-
ditures are legal. 

Government in the sunshine is the 
law of Florida, but unfortunately, not at 
Southpoint. 

Southpoint’s board controls a bud-
get of about $2.5 million dollars and 
must act with great fiscal discretion as 
our fiduciary. We need the openness 
and access of Government in the Sun-
shine at Southpoint. 

We must all work together to bring 
government in the Sunshine to South-
point. Southpoint’s Reform Candidates 
There is a slate of outstanding candi-
dates for the new Southpoint board, led 
by Robert Coopchik. 

Many do not know this, but Robert 
is the recipient of the Silver Star for hero-
ism during World War II. This is one of the 
highest honors other than the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. He was also the 
head of the board of one of New York’s 
most exclusive condominiums. Until his 
retirement, Robert was New York City’s 

premier furrier. It is important to note 
that the fur business is based upon trust 
and integrity, and hundred thousand 
dollar agreements on the strength of a 
handshake. 

Many of you know Nico Minardos 
as a successful television and movie 
star. His list of acting credits is much too 
long to list here. Few know that Nico 
was also a highly successful business-
man and bank board member. It is his 
expertise as an entrepreneur and busi-
nessman that Nico brings back to the 
board. Vivian Xenos also brings to the 
Southpoint board her extensive experi-
ence in business. She has experience as 
a successful entrepreneur, and hands-on 
management of finances and people. 
Barry Leeds brings that entrepreneurial 
zeal with years of hands on manage-
ment experiences in his career as an ex-
ecutive. Southpoint’s board has been in 
power too long and it is time to replace 
them. Help restore ethics, honor, safety, 
and integrity to Southpoint. We endorse 
the candidacy of the Southpoint Insur-
gents who have been fighting for your 
rights for years. Vote to protect your 
property rights. Vote to restore democ-
racy to Southpoint. Please help us rid 
Southpoint of the Glazerites and vote 
for Robert Coopchik, Barry Leeds, Nico 
Minardos, Grayson Walker, and Vivian 
Xenos.

Help For Owners 
Attorney Inger Garcia is a condo 

law expert and can be reached at www. 
IngerGarcia. com or by telephone at 
954-752-1213. 

Jan Bergemann’s Cyber Citizens For 
Justice is an organization of Owners, for 
Owners, to protect Owners’ rights. 

For more information, please visit 
them at www. CCFJ. net or telephone 
386-740-1503. 

The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-
eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf. 

The Dept. of Business and Profes-
sional Regulation is responsible for en-
forcing condominium law. They are  
located at 1400 West Commercial Bou-
levard in Fort Lauderdale. The Supervi-
sor is Harold Hyman and the telephone 
number is 954-202-3982. Dannille Car-
roll is our Condominium Ombudsman. 
Her office is in Fort Lauderdale and she 
can be reached at 954-202-3234. Your 
State Representative is Ellyn Bogdanoff. 
She can be reached at 954-762-3757 or 
by email at Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myflori-
dahouse.gov. State Representative Julio 
Robaina can be reached at 305-762-
3757 or by email at Julio.Robaina@my-
floridahouse.gov.

About the Author: 
The word gulag is an acronym for 

the former Soviet Union’s penal system. 
Since then, it has come into common 
use to describe any repressive system. 
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The Fort  
Lauderdale City 
News is . . . 

Of course, you can get your copy of the Fort Lauderdale City News by calling Steve Kelley, 
publisher, at (954) 564-1308. Or, send an email for a free subscription to  
subscribe@citynewsfl.com or visit the website where the entire publication is posted each 
month. 
Don’t give up your right to know and understand how your money is spent. Board elections 
are coming in March and five candidates need your support to bring honesty, openness and 
real truth about our finances. Don’t let integrity, openess and honesty be ...

Why? Because the Fort  
Lauderdale City News dared to 
publish one article that
questioned of how your money is 
handled at Southpoint.

President Glazer was so 
threatened by this one  
article that he gave the  

following directions to 
our security staff (which 
we pay for). 

THE BIG PICTURE OF THE GALT CONDOS
Reaction to two little stories questioning finances both sad and perplexing

             by Steve Kelley

The Fort Lauderdale City has run 
two stories simply questioning some 
Galt Condominium finances; one story 
in December and another one in Janu-
ary, 2007.

The stories encouraged condo resi-
dents, mostly in the Galt but around the 
city and state, to call the writer and my-
self with their own experiences in their 
respective condos. Most stories were 
essentially the same; they were abso-
lutely astonishing on several levels and 
very sad on others. 

Altogether, these calls paint a dis-
turbing picture of board corruption and 
thievery of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Anyone who listened to these 
callers could not help but feel a crying 
need for justice.

We’ve gotten over 200 calls from 
condo residents on the Galt telling us 
of corruption, questionable expendi-
tures, flagrant and hostile contempt for 
the building’s own rules, indifference to 
state laws and infinite barriers to learn-
ing how the owner’s money is being 
spent and much more.

We’ve heard about secret vote 
counting where residents are not al-
lowed to be present in the room where 
votes are counted. One caller said that 
in one election, a candidate, got more 
votes than were residents in the condo. 
Stories of rigged elections are too nu-
merous to mention. Stalin said that it’s 
not who votes that counts, it’s who 
counts the votes that counts. Does your 
building have secret vote counting? Are 
you allowed to observe vote counts in 
your building? Why not?

We’ve heard an eighty-year old lady 
tell us how she was shouted down by 
a board president and his cronies when 
she dared to ask a question about 
where her money was going. This hap-
pened a lot.

We’ve seen how others who dared 
to ask questions about their building’s 
finances had their cars keyed and, if they 
asked to many questions were intima-
dated into abject silence.

Elderly residents have called to say 
they are being forced out of their con-
dos with endless, and unecessary and 
expensive, assessments. These conver-
sations have been heart-wrenching. 
Many have told me they don’t know 
where they will go.

We’ve heard from a high-powered 
engineer whose building, facing expen-
sive and suspicious, “engineering” re-
pairs said he would be willing to testify 
in a court of law that the repairs were 
unnecesary. The amounts of assesse-
ments are astronomical and often in the 

millions of dollars.
Of course, all of these assessments, 

needed or not, are paid by the hom-
eowner.

In the end, all of these complaints 
are centered around just one thing: 
secretive building finances and the ex-
treme lengths the association presi-
dents and their boards go to keep hom-
eowners from seeing how their money 
is spent.

Thou dost protest way too 
much!

It was truly odd to hear the loud 
howls from building presidents and 
their cronies over a couple of articles 
when their building finances are sup-
posedly open for all to see. 

If they were truly open and honest 
with the association’s money then why 
the screams of protest?

For most of us, if there were com-
plaints about how money was spent, 
we would just open the books for all to 
see and answer homeowner questions. 
For some buildings, it’s almost impos-
sible for homeowners to get a truthful 
audit of the building’s finances.

Does your building have a real audit 
of building expenditures and income? 
Are you prevented from seeing or even 
conducting a real audit?

For what’s it worth, why do these 
Galt condo board presidents hang on 
to their volunteer positions for dear life? 
Many have been in their “volunteer” 
positions for 10-30 years - is that a good 
thing? Should there be term limits?

Why have condo presidents protest-
ed so loudly? Is their something wrong 
- or is there something threatening in 
these two stories? Shown here are in-
structions from “someone” at South-
point that attempts to ban the Fort Lau-
derdale City News from the building. 

This is a good example of the efforts 
now being made to suppress the press 
that tells homeowners what’s going on. 
In this case, I made this flyer and mailed 
it to all the residents of Southpoint.

Again, why the extreme reac-
tion when their building’s finances are 
above board and transparent? You can 
probably guess.

What’s next?

Please call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 
564-1308 or our investigative journalist, 
Dr. Grayson Walker at (954) 567-0520 
to let us know what’s going on in your 
building. All calls are confidential.

We are putting together a database 
of problems for use in monthly articles 
about the various buildings on the Galt. 

We’ll also be meeting with elected offi-
cials and representatives of the govern-
ment agencies who have oversight on 
condominium issues in Florida.

You are not alone - together we can 
restore openness, honesty and trans-
parency to your building’s finances. In 
doing so, many expensive assessements 
would likely disappear and your annual 
association fees could drop dramati-
cally.

The Fort Lauderdale City News will 
organize a “Condo Town Hall” where 
Galt residents can voice their concerns 
and look to an organized effort to get 
honesty and openess in their building’s 
finances. Look for the first meeting in 
March; a location and time will be an-
nounced in the March issue of the Fort 
Lauderdale City News. 

Futhermore, we will be inviting 
our elected officials to actively help us 
rather than look on indifferently  from 
the sidelines. Believe it or not, we have 
a city commissioner for our district, 
Christine Teel, whe pretends to care 
about us and who should be helping 
us. The Galt community voted for her 
in big numbers. She’s rumored to be 
running for mayor and will need all our 
votes in a mere 23 months; shouldn’t 
Teel be helping us now if she wants us 
to support her? Commissioner Teel can 
be reached at (954) 828-5003.

The Fort Lauderdale Police Depart-
ment has around 
a $300 million 
budget out of a 
total Fort Lauder-
dale City budget 
of $520 million; 
they have the big 
money to inves-
tigate the serious 
problems of the 
Galt Ocean Mile. 
The Police Chief 
is Bruce Rob-
erts; he should 
be called. We do 
have a well-paid 
city attorney in 
Harry Stewart; 
where is he in all 
this?

Our Mayor, 
Jim Naugle, 
begs us during 
his campaigns 
for re-election to 
vote for him so 
he can lead us. 
He energetically 
sends out cam-
paign literature 
that tells us how 
wonderful he 

is. He’s made noises about running for 
Sherriff of Broward county. Isn’t he the 
logical choice to help us now when he’ll 
need us to help him get elected to his 
next office? Naugle would love to hear 
from you; his telephone number is (954) 
828-5004.

Last, the State’s Attorney Office 
should be investigating our situation. 
Past attempts have met with indiffer-
ence. It’s odd that if you steal a loaf of 
bread from the local convenience store 
you’ll go to jail. Steal millions from Galt 
residents and you’re met with indiffer-
ence from law enforcement officials.

Remember that Galt Ocean Mile 
residents vote heavily in county and mu-
nicipal elections. So heavily, in fact, that 
candidates cannot get elected to the 
county commission, mayoral office and 
the city commission without our support. 
In fact, the Galt provides the winning 
votes for many elected officials and this 
is our power. Galt residents have huge 
political muscle and we need to use it 
to get real help from elected officials or 
use it to vote for those who will help us. 
The next city elections are 24 months 
away when most, if not all, of the five 
city commission seats will be open.

The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
on your side when it comes to openess, 
honesty and transparency in your build-
ing’s finances.

Contact us and let’s work together.
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PORT DREDGING TO 
ALLOW AIRCRAFT 

CARRIERS TO 
RETURN TO FORT 

LAUDERDALE
by Denise Hein,

Public Relations, Broward County 
Council Navy League

  
With eyes wide open, but wearing 

blinders, the proper authorities, have 
dragged their feet too long in giving 
permission to allow dredging of the 
channel entrance to Port Everglades.  
For over two years, aircraft carriers and 
other deep draft ships have not entered 
the Port.

An agreement has now been 
reached to dredge down 44 ½ feet. This 
is the clearance needed to allow aircraft 
carriers and other deep draft ships to 
enter the Port in Ft. Lauderdale. Until 
this time dockage of carriers at Port Ev-
erglades has been difficult.

Organizations in Broward County, 
advocating for the Sea Services are the 
Navy Leagues.  One of the councils, the 
Broward County Florida Council, along 
with other supporters, feel that this prob-
lem of channel dredging needed to be 
solved prior to this time, but are pleased 
that the issue is being resolved.  One of 
the missions of the Navy Leagues is the 
entertainment of sailors at the time they 
come into a U.S. Port. The primary mis-
sion is informing the American people 
and their government that the United 
States of America is a maritime nation 
and that its national defense and eco-
nomic well being are dependent upon 
strong sea services. 

As a council, members greet all 
military ships that enter Ft. Lauder-
dale.  Now that an agreement has been 
reached to dredge, Tim Easter, Fleet 
Support and Schedules, Naval Air Sta-
tion, Jacksonville feels “It will not only 
allow 3,500 additional sailors to enjoy a 
city they love, but Broward ‘s economy 
will be improved by the four days spent 
in Ft. Lauderdale.”

Bob Hein, resident of Fort Lauder-
dale, a former Navy pilot, was installed 
as President of the Broward County Flor-
ida Council Navy League of the United 
States, January 20. His focus, along 
with his new board, will be to insure 
that our national leaders are given a fair 
appraisal of what our services need to 
perform the tasks they are assigned.

“We are happy dredging will begin, 
and that one of our navy’s largest ships, 
and its sailors will once again visit a city 
they love, Fort Lauderdale,” said Bob 
Hein.

Global Warming 
Where’s Fort 
Lauderdale’s 
Leadership?

       By Marge Anderson

Reports show that in the continen-
tal United States, 2006 was the warm-
est year in 112 years. The last nine years 

have all been among the 25 warmest 
years on record in the U. S. Warming 
trends are recorded globally as well. 
There is broad scientific consensus that 
this doesn’t appear to be a normal fluc-
tuation.

Turning from news reports to Wiki-
pedia, one can learn some interesting 
facts about global warming. The Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) predicted an average global rise 
in temperature of 2.5 degrees F to 5.8 
degrees F between 1990 and 2100. 
What’s causing it? If you read environ-
mental magazines and reports, or if you 
saw Al Gore’s movie, “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” you know that scientists blame 
greenhouse gas emissions. Yet President 
Bush asserts that there are uncertain-
ties present in the climate change issue. 
Having no scientific background, he 
“decides.”

In fact, according (again) to Wikipe-
dia, “the US government has attempted 
to suppress reports by experts that find 
dangerous effects of global warming. A 
government official blocked release of 
a fact sheet by a panel of seven scien-
tists at the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration that finds that 
global warming is contributing to the 
frequency and strength of hurricanes.” 
That report appeared in Environmental 
News Network, 9/27/06.

What’s to be done?

The Kyoto Protocol to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change is an amendment to the 
international treaty on Climate Change, 
assigning mandatory targets for the re-
duction of greenhouse gas emissions 
to signatory nations. The Protocol was 
opened for signature on December 
11, 1997, in Kyoto, Japan. It entered 
into force on February 16, 2005. Gov-
ernments are separated into two gen-

eral categories: developed countries, 
referred to as Annex 1 countries (who 
have accepted GHG emission reduction 
obligations), and Non-Annex 1 countries 
(who have no GHG emission reduction 
obligations and must submit an annual 
greenhouse gas inventory).

According to a United States Coun-
try Analysis Brief, US Energy Information 
Administration, 2005, the United States 
is the largest single emitter of carbon 
dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels. 
Did the US sign the treaty? Yes. Did the 
US ratify the treaty? No. Why? The pro-
tocol is non-binding over the US unless 
ratified. President Bush claims ratifying 
the treaty would put a strain on the 
economy. And there’s his pesky opinion 
that all those scientific reports are not 
accurate. One hundred sixty-six other 
nations signed and ratified the treaty, 
but not the good old USA.

The Administration’s position is not 
uniformly accepted in the US. Grassroots 
support groups have sprung up. There 
is a student group called Kyoto Now! 
As of June, 2006, seven northeastern 
US states are involved in the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) which 
is a state level emissions program. In 
2005, Mayor Greg Nickels of Seattle 
(along with 9 other US mayors) invited 
over 400 mayors of US cities to sign onto 

the US Mayors’ Conference Climate Pro-
tection Agreement. This agreement sets 
minimum carbon emissions reductions 
targets matching those established in 
the Kyoto Protocol.

According to the winter 2006-07 
Florida Naturalist magazine, published 
by Audubon of Florida, “As of Novem-
ber, 2006, 326 mayors from 46 states 
representing a total of over 53 million 
citizens, have signed the agreement.” 
The magazine then invites readers to 
visit www. seattle. gov/mayor/climate 
to learn which cities signed. 

These Florida cities are listed: 

Delray Beach

Gainesville

Hallandale Beach

Holly Hill

Hollywood

Key Biscayne

Key West

Lauderhill

Miami

Miramar

N. Miami

Parkland

Pembroke Pines

Pompano Beach

Port St. Lucie

Sunrise

Tallahassee

Tamarac

West Palm Beach

WHERE IS FORT LAUDERDALE?

Further research on municipalities’ 
efforts to reduce emissions shows how 
easy it would be to sign on to this agree-
ment and to achieve its goals. Planting 
trees is one strategy. Fort Lauderdale is 
already doing that. Purchasing hybrid 
vehicles for City use and constructing 
energy efficient municipal buildings are 
other strategies. Visit www. sierraclub. 
org/coolcities to learn how our City 
could do its part (our part) to reduce 
GHG emissions.

WHERE IS OUR ELECTED CITY 
LEADERSHIP?
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“When smart people refuse 
to engage in politics they are 

punished by being governed by 
those who are dumber.”

  Plato

I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
My Life as a City Commissioner and Private Citizen

I Was Robbed, Mugged, 
Blackmailed and 

Ignored, So I Ran For 
Public Office, got Elected 

And Made a 
Difference

AN INTRIGUING TALE 
FROM A FORMER FORT 

LAUDERDALE 
CITY COMMISSIONER

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Tim Smith was a beloved District 

2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

His book, Politics 101, will be pub-
lished here in serial form, one chapter 
per month.

Chapter 4

BLACKMAILED!

If someone had informed me that 
I was going to have to live through an 
extortion plot in order to run for City 
Commissioner, I’d had to give it a lot of 
additional thought. 

It was a beautiful January afternoon 
and Cindy and I had been at the mov-
ies. Six months before, I had announced 
that I was going to run for the post of 
Commissioner for the city of Fort Lau-
derdale. It had been a proud moment 
for my family and me. Only my Mom 
would try and talk me out of the de-
cision. But that’s what moms are for. 
She was afraid I’d get hurt! But I had 
just turned forty, my business was run-
ning on auto- pilot and if I was going to 
ever give this a try, the time was now. 
By this point, I had been trying to make 
a difference in a number of neighbor-
hoods in Fort Lauderdale for over a de-
cade. Though we were having a break-
through in Middle River Terrace, due to 
a strong core of committed neighbors, 
problems were still rampant through-
out the city. 

The crime rate for the proceeding 
year had been announced and showed 

Fort Lauderdale as having the SECOND 
HIGHEST CRIME RATE IN THE NATION. 
The property crime rate, along with the 
nuisance crimes associated with the 
rampant street crime I had been battling 
for years, caused the high ranking. I de-
cided that if I were on the City Commis-
sion, I could really make a big difference, 
citywide. None of the sitting politicians, 
or the City Manager appeared to be do-
ing much of anything about it. 

 The City Manager, George Han-
bury, was an honorable guy, a Virginia 
gentleman. He had been brought in to 
try and start some economic develop-
ment in the city, concentrating on the 
beach and the downtown. It turned 
out to be a good move, as he really 
got things heated up there. His detrac-
tors would say he did his job too well 
(you remember the monstrosities?). But 
fringe areas, areas not on the beach or 
in the nicer neighborhoods, like Middle 
River Terrace and Progresso, or Dorsey 
River Bend and Edgewood, were not 
even on his radar screen. 

After I was elected, I decided the 
Manager needed to understand what 
the citizens were living through in the 
tougher neighborhoods. I called his of-
fice and asked him to meet me in front 
of City Hall at five o’clock one afternoon. 
I told him not to wear a coat or tie. I had 
a plan and he could sense it. He walked 
out of the front door of City Hall to find 
me waiting for him in a beat up dump 
truck that I had borrowed from a local 
contractor. I was going to introduce 
George to the underworld of street level 
drug dealing. Being in this beat up work 
truck would guarantee me some action. 
I knew we would only have to drive to 
certain streets (like Jiffy Pops’ corner), 
and George would see first hand what 
I would expect him to make a high pri-

ority. I gave him a ratty looking t-shirt 
to pull over his crisp starched dress shirt 
and he slipped it on with a moan. “This 
is not really necessary Commission-
er,” he said. I didn’t even respond but 
jumped behind the wheel and took off 
to a crack cocaine corner. 

I had asked a friend, a female Police 
Officer to come along (thanks, Barbara). 
She cleared it with her Captain and sat 
between George and me in plain clothes 
with a Magnum on her lap beneath her 
sweater. We rolled up on the corner and 
pulled up to the dope dealers I knew 
would be there. The doper asked what 
we needed. I said we wanted a ten piece 
(I had learned the drug slang) and he 
held out a chunk of crack cocaine nearly 
under the City Managers’ nose. George 
turned whiter than he already was! I 
told the doper that we’d be back with 
some cash and pulled off. George was 
nervous and jumpy. He said he didn’t 
believe that was actually crack cocaine, 
but my police officer friend convinced 
him that it was. Crack cocaine is an ugly 
drug. The police usually describe it as 
looking like an old yellowed tooth. 

As the evening progressed, George 
became a believer and was on my side 
from that day forward. He would be-
come a key ally in my fight to clean up 
the many tough areas I represented.

The Mayor of the city was some-
thing else altogether. He         despised 
the Police (almost as much as he disliked 
the City Manager). Conversely, there 
was no love lost on the side of the cops 
for the Mayor either. There was much 
speculation about the cause of the fis-
sure between the Mayor and the cops. 
One of the most common stories cen-
tered around one of Mayor Naugle’s 
friends, an unusual man that had once 
been spotted wandering around Haiti 
with a revolver strapped to his leg. Now 
back in the states, he had been arrested 
for failing to gain a Certificate of Occu-
pancy to live in the house he had been 
building for years. It had been an ugly, 
public arrest, and his wife had been pur-
portedly yanked out of the shower and 
handcuffed. 

Word on the street had it that Naugle 
had been successful in holding off code 
enforcement and the arrest for months, 
but that the cops and the code enforce-
ment arm of the building department 
had enough of it and had gone ahead 
with the arrest. It made Naugle crazy! 
When an independent investigation of 
the arrest showed no wrongdoing on 
the part of the city, Naugle would pub-
licly and theatrically throw the report in 
a trashcan during a City Commission 
meeting. 

And years later, when a lawsuit 
against the city came forward, Naugle 

testified against the cops and the city. 
The city won the suit and Naugle was 
reportedly mad as hell at the cops and 
the city administration. The cops didn’t 
seem to care as it was common knowl-
edge that the cops apparently made 
sport out of pulling Naugle over in his 
1950’s Chevy pick-up for a myriad of 
violations. Naugle never forgets, and 
would pick times to exact his revenge. 

During my terms as Commissioner, 
I would come to believe these stories 
about the Mayor. I was there for con-
tract negotiations. I was there when he 
would vote against police appropria-
tions. I would also be amazed that all 
the years that I sat on the Commission, 
Naugle never attended the yearly Police 
Officer Awards. These were important 
awards spotlighting policemen that 
had gone beyond the call of duty and 
accomplished some amazing things. 
Usually, all of the Commissioners would 
attend and Naugle’s absence would be 
glaring. 

I would end up leading the Commis-
sion in pushing for a more Community 
Policing style Department. The Com-
missioner that represented the African 
American district had his own concerns 
about the police, and the other two 
Commissioners never led the charge for 
reform. I was running for the District II 
seat, a District that I would end up re-
ferring to as the “Bermuda Triangle of 
political districts.” It was so diverse and 
had so many competing constituencies, 
that no politicians ever lasted long. I 
would often say in speeches that it was 
the District where “politicians would fly 
in and never be heard of again.” The 
spot was currently being held by two-
termer Cary Keno. He had barely hung 
onto his seat in his reelection effort. An 
outsider and openly gay candidate, Ken 
Wolf, had received more votes than him  
in the primary. Keno, who had courted 
the sizable gay population in District II 
throughout his terms, had been linked 
in a newspaper story to a last minute 
smear letter to the elderly voters in the 
District warning of Wolf’s “private gay 
agenda.” 

Keno squeaked by Wolf in the gen-
eral election. Citywide, Keno had a repu-
tation as a sort of goofy renegade. He 
gained  attention initially, during his first 
run at office, by renting a room in one of 
the most crack-infested parts of the city. 
He said he was there to clean up the 
area. Word had it that he had walked 
out of the back door of the apartment 
once the cameras left and never re-
turned. And then there was his prepa-
ration for the bi-monthly Commission 
meetings. He would arrive at constitu-

Continued on page 19
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ent meetings he held the night before 
City Commission meetings, with the six 
inch stack of complicated reading mate-
rial concerning current topics to be dis-
cussed at the next     Commission meet-
ing, still sealed in it’s pack. 

As a Commissioner, I would spend 
days pouring over this information and 
calling the city department heads with 
reams of questions. Keno was also 
known for his unusual proposals. 

He once proposed buying a gigan-
tic sculpture of Christopher Columbus to 
place at the mouth of Port Everglades. 
One of his fellow Commissioners, Com-
missioner John Aurelius, whom I would 
grow to respect very much, would lat-
er tell me that Keno had an affinity for 
questioning the toilet tissue budget of 
the city! Things had gotten more and 
more difficult for Keno as his second 
term was nearing the end. Several dif-
ferent neighborhoods had called for his 
resignation in public letters. Folks were 
speculating about whether Keno would 
try for a third term or bow out. Keno 
was playing it coy. 

I met with Keno months before to 
inform him that I was     going to run for 
his seat. I had had enough of his inepti-
tude, and District Two was falling fur-
ther and further behind. He pled with 
me to hold off. He said he would drop 
out of the running when he was ready 
and give me the go-ahead to get in. I 
wasn’t interested in waiting for him and 
told him so. He was angry. 

I just kept with my plan and had 
been campaigning like a man on a mis-
sion, which I was. Things had gotten 
very tense, and I was exhausted from 
the frantic pace of the campaign. I had 
gone from a virtual unknown (except in 
my neighborhood and a few adjacent 
neighborhoods) to become one of the 
front-runners, but I was still battling it 
out with the six other candidates on the 
campaign trail. 

Sam the Barber, the local stylist who 
cut all the politicos’ hair, had been ex-
pected to lead the pack. Sam is a very 
friendly guy, what you would expect of 
a successful barber .His shop was the 
place to go for juicy political tidbits. But 
he wasn’t gaining much speed, though 
it was apparent to all those who were 
paying attention that he was the inside 
pick to replace Keno. He was seen hud-
dling with Mayor Naugle and          Com-
missioner Jack Latona, on numerous 
occasions. The way the balance of pow-
er was at that time required the newly 
elected Commissioner from District Two 
to side with the Mayor and Latona to 
maintain that all important three vote 
majority. 

The one cardinal rule you learn 
when you become an elected official 
is that you only have to know how to 
count to three (or whatever constitutes 
a majority) to be effective. 

Another clear indication that Sam 
was the anointed successor to Keno 
came just a month before, when Keno 
and his fellow Commissioners had pub-
licly recognized Sam at a Commission 
meeting for his “outstanding service to 
the community.” What a crock of doo 
that was. All of the other District Two 
candidates thought this was a rotten 
ploy also, an inside move. It was. Appar-
ently some saw Sam as  a team player, 
the important third vote. I, on the other 
hand, was considered an outsider, a 
blue-collar maverick that couldn’t be 
told how to vote. I hadn’t been running 
in the insider political circles and wasn’t 
the insider’s candidate. 

And it turned out that someone 
thought their best safeguard against me 
winning was to make sure that I didn’t 
continue in the race. Another candidate, 
Ned Skiff, another likeable fellow, was in 
the top tier, but wasn’t connected to 
the power structure either. And Ned, 
like Sam, wasn’t gaining ground either. 
In this business, if you are going to win, 
you will begin to feel it somewhere in 
the campaign. You will wake up one 
day and a massive jolt of fear will sweep 
over you. “I could win this thing.” You 
will be excited and petrified all at the 
same time. You will think of the pro-
verbial dog chasing the pick-up truck, 
“what do I do if I catch it?” 

The fear will make you quickly con-
sider a move to Alaska or Bermuda. Just 
call it positive MOJO! And I was feeling 
MOJO plus! There were others in the 
race, the former Moose Lodge presi-
dent, the UPS driver, and the man that 
I would end up with in a rush to the 
finish line, the 800 pound gorilla in the 
race, Tom Gustafson. I’ll give you more 
grit on him later!

Cindy was exhausted trying to keep 
our landscaping  business afloat and the 
everyday issues of a family and raising a 
child. To keep her sanity, Cindy has her 
running. She’s an accomplished mara-
thon runner and is currently training for 
her 9th marathon. They say there’s noth-
ing like a brisk ten mile run first thing in 
the morning to clear your head. 

Since I trust my wife, I’ve never felt 
compelled to prove it myself! Every 
night I was debating someone some-
where, or knocking on doors in neigh-
borhoods or kissing babies wherever I 
could find one! In the next chapter, I’ll 
give you my thoughts on how to run a 
winning campaign! You’ll want to take 
notes, so have a pen and pad ready, but 
for now, read on for an honest to god 
true but crazy story, of political skulldug-
gery in it’s ugliest form.

This Saturday afternoon, we had 
left Timmy with friends and Cindy and 
I were going to enjoy a few precious 
hours together. We returned home and I 
walked up to the front porch. Cindy was 
a good bit behind me. A porch chair had 
been moved in front of the door. “How 
strange,” I thought. I started to pull it 

out of the way when I saw it, the black-
mail note. It had been perched atop the 
chair by the blackmailer to make sure 
I wouldn’t miss it. It was a large white 
envelope. I grabbed it up and pulled the 
chair out of the way of the door. On the 
front of the envelope was a message: 
“Tim, as a friend, I’m advising you to 
withdraw from the race by Monday af-
ternoon. If you remain a candidate, by 
Tuesday the “big boys” will give this 
information to the press… take care of 
your tax problems and work towards 
your future… you can clean up your act 
and always run again at a future date.” 

I was being blackmailed to get out 
of the race! I couldn’t believe my eyes! 
I rushed into the house with the letter. 
Cindy sensed something was wrong 
and rushed in behind me. I opened the 
envelope that held the “information.” 
Cindy was reading over my shoulder. 
My stomach dropped. The letter listed 
allegation after allegation. It said I was 
a racist. It said I had furnished my rental 
apartments with stolen appliances. It 
said I had tax problems with the IRS. 

And, in the craziest and most hurtful 
accusations of all, it said I had “exposed 
myself to a female tourist” at the beach! 
It was destined for the newspapers if I 
didn’t immediately drop out of the race 
for Commissioner. 

I was in shock. Cindy was too! We 
knew that none of the allegations had 
any truth in them. You’d think a black-
mailer would have to have some real in-
formation to blackmail somebody. This 
was all fiction. But my god it sounded 
awful! Would the newspaper really print 
a bunch of lies? We didn’t know. 

Maybe mom had been right. These 
bastards played real dirty! And who was 
responsible? The little neighbor boy told 
us that “Tom” had left something for us 
when we had driven up. He said the 
person told him to tell us that “Tom” had 
left us a package. Tom Gustafson, a for-
mer Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives for the State of Florida, (that 800 
pound gorilla I mentioned) and now co-
front runner with me in the Commission 

race, immediately came to mind. 
But I just couldn’t picture Tom doing 

it. He was full of himself for sure, but he 
seemed like a guy with integrity. The in-
siders didn’t want him to win either. He 
was a made man in politics, and he cer-
tainly wasn’t going to listen to Naugle 
and his cronies either! 

I didn’t know what to do. Cindy 
was crying and I felt like throwing up. I 
paced around the living room for a few 
minutes.  I decided that I was going to 
go to my campaign manager’s house. I 
trusted him and knew he would give me 
some good advice. I kissed Cindy and 

told her not to worry and that I would 
be back in short  order. As I drove out of 
the neighborhood I was thinking about 
Tom Gustafson. He wouldn’t have done 
it. 

The person that had dropped the 
blackmail note at my door had been sur-
prised by the neighbor kid and thought 
up the Tom reference to throw me off 
the trail. Tom just wouldn’t have done 
such a despicable thing, and if he did, 
he sure as hell would not have identified 
himself. 

By the time I arrived at my cam-
paign manager’s house, I was calming 
down and getting madder by the min-
ute. I showed him the blackmail letter. 
He suggested he not touch it, not ruin 
any evidence. He was thinking clearly. 
We decided we had to call the law. I 
contacted the Police Captain who had 
helped our neighborhood through dif-
ficult times. He told me to go home and 
that he would meet me at my house. 

When I got home the Police Cap-
tain and a detective were  already there. 
I gave them the blackmail letter. I told 
them about the blackmailer telling the 
neighbor kid that his name was Tom. I 
shared with them my suspicions that it 
was someone other than Tom. 

They took my statement, and also 
took a statement of the nine-year old 
neighbor kid that had been playing in 
our yard when the blackmailer arrived. 
They took a photo line-up to that kid 
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who had seen “Tom” leaving the en-
velope on the porch. The pictures in-
cluded Gustafson, as well as Keno and 
numerous others. I asked if the kid could 
make an I.D. “He pointed out Keno, ” 
they said. 

They left assuring me that they 
would get to the bottom of this. This 
was a big deal. It’s not like I expected 
Mike Wallace would want to cover it for 
60 minutes, but, to my surprise, Court 
T.V. would eventually inquire about cov-
ering the blackmailer’s trial. This was 
important. If an outsider can’t make a 
name for himself, or herself, and run 
for public office in a town and be given 
a fair and equal shot at winning, then 
there is no democracy! I felt better that 
the cops were on it. We  collapsed into 
bed. What a day!

The next day was full of calls to 
friends and supporters telling them of 
our new predicament. Though the al-
legations were all false, many people 
would believe them 
anyhow if they got 
in the press. They 
did end up in the 
alternative press, 
though they were 
always described 
as false. 

Nonetheless, 
to this day, a lady 
I know comments 
when she sees me 
“don’t worry to 
much about the 
‘exposing thing’ 
Tim, people have 
done worse!” I‘ve 
told her many 
times that the al-
legation was false, 
but she just doesn’t 
get it! We began to 
hear that not only 
did the blackmailer carry out their threat 
to send the allegations to all the news-
paper outlets, but they were also calling 
key neighborhood leaders and the other 
candidates in the race and repeating the 
lies. It was a tough time for Cindy and 
me. Fortunately the main-stream press 
did not print things that they couldn’t     
verify, so only the story of the blackmail 
itself was reported. They reported that 
allegations that could not be substan-
tiated were included in the blackmail 
threat.

The following morning was when it 
would get much more  interesting and 
bizarre. First, I would get a call from an 
old neighbor of mine from the Jiffy-Pop 
days. His name was Juliano. He was 
rather mealy mouthed, he would never 
participate in the neighborhood for fear 
of being seen by the bad guys. He told 
me that he had told Cary Keno some 
“big lies” about me and that Keno had 
believed him. He wanted to talk about 
it with me. I told him to go ahead and 

talk. He said he didn’t want to talk over 
the phone. He wanted to meet in a 
public park, near a certain bench that 
afternoon. I knew for sure that he had 
been watching too many spy movies! I 
said OK and called the cops right away. 
They informed me that a decision had 
been made to assign this case to the 
FDLE (Florida Department of Law En-
forcement), which is the state’s version 
of the F.B.I., as this case was too hot for 
the local authorities. 

They said to expect a call from them. 
Moments later they called. They said 
they would drive up from Miami and 
be there soon. Three of them arrived. 
The lead investigator, Chief  Investigator 
George Amandola, took charge right 
away. George was a top-notch detec-
tive. He had been with the FDLE for a 
long time. We developed a friendship 
over the course of the     investigation 
and we would end up talking civics, as 
he had just agreed to be the president 
of his neighborhood association. He 
would ask me for advice on neighbor-

hood matters, and 
I would ask him to 
catch a blackmail-
er. I told the G-
Men, (as I would 
now lovingly refer 
to them), about 
Juliano’s call. 

They asked 
me to meet with 
him, but first let 
them fit me with 
a WIRE! “By god, 
this is a spy case,” 
I thought! It was 
now just weeks 
before the prima-
ry and this distrac-
tion I could have 
done without. I 
took off my shirt 
and they taped a 

microphone with a recording device to 
my chest. I took Cindy and we met Ju-
liano in the park. He was nervous and 
looked around the whole time just as if 
he was holding national security secrets 
in his pocket! 

He told us that he had contacted 
Keno months before to pay Cindy and I 
back for not letting him move his fence 
over onto our property ten years before! 
I couldn’t imagine that all this heartache 
was over a land dispute of nineteen 
inches a decade before. He said Keno 
ate up the first lie and inspired him to 
make up some more. He said he had re-
membered that someone had flashed a 
female tourist years before at a hotel he 
worked at on the beach and decided to 
tell Keno it was me! He said Keno really 
liked that! He said that Keno would con-
tinue to call and pump him for any dirt 
he had on me. We finished our clandes-
tine meeting and got back just in time 
to change for a neighborhood debate! 
Some insiders began to hear about this 

sordid tale and I was trying to explain 
the insanity as I moved around the city 
on my campaigning duties.

 The next day was a repeat of 
the day before! Early the next morning, 
Keno called! I couldn’t believe my ears! 
It was the suspected blackmailer himself 
on the line. He said something had been 
done and he needed to meet. Another 
call to the FDLE! Another trip for them 
from Miami! (They might have to open 
a satellite office!) More chest hair tape! 
More instructions. 

This time would be even more bi-
zarre! They decided that this time they 
wanted to not only record the conversa-
tion between Keno and I, but that they 
would like to listen to it live at the same 
time. They would be across the street 
(in a dark Ford with darkened windows 
of course), from the meeting place that 
Keno had requested. 

In order to listen live, they outfitted 
me with a second device just under my 
belt. This one, they said, would have 
to be turned on just before I met up 
with Keno! Damn, I couldn’t even set 
the date on the V.C.R. and now, in the 
middle of my first political campaign, I 
was expected to learn new private eye 
type technology! I arrived for the meet-
ing and Keno was already there. 

He motioned for me to join him in 
his car. I began to ask him if he was re-
sponsible for the blackmail. The detec-
tives told me to try and get him to ad-
mit on tape that he had done it. He was 
being his usual cagey self. He said he 
wanted me to know that Juliano had 
given him that false information, but 
denied that he had anything to do with 
the blackmail letter. He kept apologizing 
for believing the allegations. 

To my complete shock, just then, 
Cindy jogged up to the door of Ke-
no’s car! I thought she had finally lost 
it! I rolled down the window and she 
held up my cell phone. She said that an 
important landscape client needed to 
reach me! I couldn’t believe it! Couldn’t 
it wait? She was always a nose to the 
grindstone kind of gal, but this was ri-
diculous! 

This was past the ‘Outer Limits’ 
and the ‘Twilight Zone’ combined. She 
jogged off, with me wondering what 
just happened, and Keno getting really 
jumpy. To this day, I think he thought 
that cell phone was a recording device! 

Little did he know, the recorder was 
already taped to my chest, and a listen-
ing device was nearly in my drawers! 
The phone rang. I asked Keno to give 
me a second and let me answer. On the 
other end of the line was Chief Inves-
tigator  Amandola, “you forgot to turn 
on the live listening device  under your 
belt!” he said. I replied that his begonias 
and petunias would be fine until fall and 
hung up! 

Now I had to find a way to casually 
flip on the device under my belt while 
sitting next to Keno without looking 

Tim Smith continued from page 20

Cary Keno arrested for 2nd degree 
Felony - Extortion by Threat

suspicious! Somehow I did it and we 
finished up our conversation. I returned 
home where the   living room was now 
full of detectives and technicians. They 
said everything was fine and that I had 
turned on the live device in time. They 
said I could go on with the campaign 
and they would take it all from there! 
Whew. 

This politics was some mean busi-
ness. I sure hoped it would all be worth 
it! 

Wag Your Tail at A Night 
in Co-PAW-Cabana — the 

Annual “Blue Jean & 
Black Tie Doggie Ball” 

Preparations are in full swing to cel-
ebrate the 10th Anniversary of PAWS, 
(Pets Are Worth Saving) of the Humane 
Society of Broward County, at the 2007 
Blue Jean and Black Tie Ball — affec-
tionately referred to as the Doggie Ball. 
This years theme, “Brazilian Carnival - A 
Night in Co-PAW-cabana” promises to 
be the most exciting Doggie Ball ever. 
The event will be held at the Hyatt Re-
gency Pier Sixty–Six in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida on Saturday, February 10, 2007.

The Brazilian Carnival theme of the 
2007 Doggie Ball will feature extrava-
gant décor, live music and an extraordi-
nary Carnival Revue by the Brazil Skindo 
dance troop. The event’s live auction, 
led by auctioneer Gordon Latz, and si-
lent auction will also provide an excit-
ing evening and raise additional funds 
to benefit PAWS. Items to be auctioned 
include trips to Aspen, New York and 
Washington D. C., plus jewelry, shop-
ping sprees and much more.

“We expect the Doggie Ball to draw 
over 500 people to raise $150,000 for 
PAWS,” says event Chair Danielle Gaud-
reau. Guests are encouraged to wear 
festive and vibrant Carnival-style attire.

Unprecedented underwriting for 
the Doggie Ball is being provided by 
The Saleh Family, PAWS’s first-ever Top 
Dog Presenting Sponsor; Danielle and 
Pierre Gaudreau / Hideaway Marina, the 
first-ever Diamond PAW Sponsor, and 
Platinum PAW Sponsors Colonial Yachts, 
Gold Coast Magazine, JM Family Enter-
prises, Southern Wine and Spirits and 
Ms. Lorraine Thomas. Gold PAW Spon-
sors and Ben Olive and Associates

Individual tickets range from $175 
to $250; Tables from $2,500 to 5,000 
— Preferred seating, invitations to the 
Doggie Ball VIP Party and other Purr-
ferred benefits are available to those 
purchasing $250 individual tickets and 
tables. 

To purchase tickets and find out 
how you can join PAWS members in 
helping provide safe and happy homes 
for homeless pets, visit our website at 
www. PAWSsfla. com or contact Jenna 
Ingraham at 954-266-6817.
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A NIGHT IN THE LIFE OF A FORT LAUDERDALE TAXI 
The road to hell is paved with . . .

By Frank J. Marshall

The Road to Hell Is Paved With …

In the preceding episode Ft. Lau-
derdale taxi driver, me, broke a promise 
to see Viv Menchik, an old flame, not for 
my swearing to kill that S.O.B. Howie 
Staunton, who tried to steal a fare from 
me, but for three rabbis, one of whom 
put a gun to my head and hijacked me 
to Manhattan for the funeral of a man 
who wasn’t yet dead. I was an unwill-
ing yet well-paid accomplice in the as-
sassination.

Yeah, I should have gone to the po-
lice the moment I was clear of the rab-
bis. They wouldn’t believe me of course 
unless I handed over the money, and I 
wasn’t about to. I earned that money. It 
represented nearly 3,000 miles of tolls, 
gas, a hundred-ten-dollars for a busted 
fan belt in a Rocky Mount, North Caro-
lina garage—the mechanic not only 
couldn’t get under the hood without 
a global positioning system, he also 
forgot how to use the “newfangled 
doo-dad” that opened the cash drawer. 
Northerners, I tell you!—food, and that 
motel in Jacksonville whose manager 
came to my room later wearing a dress 
and wig saying he saw that spark in my 
eyes when I registered, to which I said 
curtly, “No thanks!” and watched him 
nearly break his neck in those six-inch 
heels as he stormed off.

Besides, I have never had much 
luck with cops. If they are not writing 
me a citation, they stop me and put a 
drunk in the back of my cab, who does 
what you expect a drunk does, all over 
the back seat and floor mat. I mean, I 
didn’t witness the assassination. I can 
see myself losing the money and being 
charged with filing a false police report 
after the cops bust down the door and 
charge into a bedroom only to find the 
decedent very much alive and humping 
his wife’s kid sister. Maybe I watch too 
much of Judge Judy. You just can’t go 
on a preponderance of evidence.

But for thirteen days after getting 
home, I checked the Daily News and the 
Post websites and found no mention of 
a murder or obituary for that neighbor-
hood. I had given it two weeks, one 
more day, today. If between today and 
tomorrow, midnight, a body is found, I 
will step forward and surrender to Fort 
Lauderdale Police, with the money.

Since being back, I kept to myself. I 
slept well into the afternoons, worked 
out at the Y and, for luck, carried a string 
of Rosary beads in my pocket. The only 
driving I did was in the cab. But doesn’t 
it seem that it is on the last day when 

things go screwy? On that last day the 
cupboards were bare and the nearest 
place that wasn’t a cuisine market where 
lettuce the size of golf balls goes for five-
bucks a head, was a Publix supermarket 
on the wrong side of Federal Highway. 
On the wrong side, what a laugh that is. 
I am as out of place here as Dick Cheney 
in an Army uniform. Shortly after buying 
the cab from Zion Jaffe’s fleet, (I drove 
for him, nearly a year prior to that), I at-
tended a public auction on the County 
Courthouse steps, and bought two units 
in a rundown motel on SE Second Court. 
Its backyard was a patch of concrete big 
enough for my portable barbecue and 

a few green plastic chairs so as not to 
conflict with the building’s puke-green 
color, and a wooden mooring dock on 
the canal. Across the canal a gaudy ten-
million-dollar building with patios, slid-
ing glass doors, a dockside café and at 
least two forty-footers moored for early-
bird dinners; they had the same view as 
me. Mind you, I am on the only blighted 
block in the trendiest part of Florida. My 
particular street has a massage parlor 
down the block, just a few doors up from 
Las Olas Boulevard, which is the equiva-
lent of Fifth Avenue or Rodeo Drive. As 
for the remaining eighteen units, three 
other bidders bought six units each but 
paid ten thousand more per unit than 
mine. My two are on the southern end 
of the building. I had an opportunity to 
make a hundred-thousand-dollars profit 
the week after the auction, but my plan 

of fixing it up and living there seemed 
best. In years to come, I figured my in-
vestment will be worth far more, mil-
lions maybe. For that much money, I can 
stand to live with snippy neighbors. So 
I knocked down the walls and made a 
strange yet efficient two-bedroom, two-
bath unit with a very small kitchen-din-
ing room. There was no living room. I 
had put down the minimum twenty-five 
percent to qualify for a ridiculously high 
mortgage payment and, stupidly, voted 
with my fellow unit owners to form The 
Florida Lime Green Condominiums As-
sociation, of which all of us were on the 
Board of Directors. I was the only one 

not related to the witch who owned 
the northern end of the building. She 
owned Polly Polgar Real Estate, a fancy 
purple building with a huge front win-
dow that looked out at Las Olas and 
employed the other two, a nephew and 
a cousin. I was outvoted on everything 
so I stopped attending Board meetings. 
All I knew was, there was an assessment 
to tile the back yards that put me over 
my head in living expenses. Believe me, 
you got to be richer than middleclass to 
afford living in a ghetto. If I don’t get a 
second cab soon …

That being my last day if hiberna-
tion, and knowing that when things 
begin tail spinning, a telephone call 
had set it in motion, I was thinking that 
maybe I sh-, “Hello Viv,” I said. I knew 
it by the ring tone I assigned her, Hotel 
California.

“Well, well, well,” the lady’s voice 
said, “he lives. The question is why?”

“Viv! I am so sorry. But I forgot all 
about you. So many things happened, 
and still are. Gee, I miss you, baby.”

“Baby?”
“Aw! You know you love me. You 

are the only one whose phone calls I 
am taking.”

“You could have telephoned, 
Frank.”

“Stop sounding so cold. I do not 
deserve it. Big things are happening in 
my life and I would like nothing better 
than to see you, girl. But I ca-”

“I must see you,” she said. “Meet 
me at the Place,” she said.

“When?”
“In an hour.”
“Sure,” I said.
“Be there this time.”
“Yes, my liege. In an hour,” I 

vowed.
 There was no explaining why I 

thought I was so in love with her, but 
that excitement and passion propelled 
me further into grief. This was the usual 
time for me to go to the Y for a light 
workout, and if I miss it I feel disap-
pointed in myself. It is the Dobie Gillis 
Syndrome. In that case absence certain-
ly increased my fondness for her.

I shaved, found a semi-clean pair of 
khaki jeans that won’t fit tomorrow if 
I miss today’s forty-five minutes at the 
gym, a red and blue short-sleeve shirt 
and the least scuffed sneakers I found 
in that heap of shoes in the closet, 
splashed on Canoe and even found 
the plastic cell phone holder she gave 
me as a reward and stuck it on my 
belt, and waited impatiently before I 
set out for the Place, a fluted fountain 
in a manmade grotto, its top a shrine 
to a duck or a nasty conger eel peer-
ing out a conch shell. Potted palms as 
thick as thieves lined both sides of the 
shrine where even in the late afternoon, 
a couple can rendezvous and go un-
noticed by Las Olas pedestrian traffic. 
But the moment I stepped out from my 
front door, I heard, “Oh, Frank. You’re 
just the one I want to see.”

I finished turning the key in the 
deadbolt—you can’t be too careful in 
the hood—before turning round. That 
syrupy voice belonged to no other. “Hi, 
Polly,” I said.

“I want you present at tonight’s 
board meeting.”

“I did not even know about it. Also, 
I was go-”

“I sent you a notice.”
“I never read anything you vultures 

send me. All I know is, I own two park-

Continued on page 22
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ing spaces, and half the time both got 
somebody’s car in it.”

She was not in the least offended. 
She needed my vote, why else would 
she want me there. I gave up on being 
friendly to her. I once told her about a 
buffet restaurant I tried and really liked, 
fresh Alaskan king crab, roast beef, 
chicken fried or southern fried, honey 
baked ham, all the trimmings for a price 
even I can afford, and she said, “I didn’t 
like their salad. The lettuce wasn’t crisp 
enough.” So, what gloom and doom 
did she have for me now?

“I do not have much time,” I said.
“Be at the meeting tonight.”
“Why?”
“It’s about parking restrictions. I 

need your vote.”
“Are you for enforcing residents only 

parking or against?”
“It’s not as simple as that. What do 

you know about the Sinaiites?”
I knew quite a bit. It was the name 

of the Williamsburg shul I let off those 
three rabbi-hit-men. I Googled the 
name and came up with where its lead-
er lived. Like all Hasidim it is based on 
the teachings and customs of Chasidut 
as taught by the Baal Shem Tov, based 
on the Kabbalistic works of Rabbi Isaac 
Luria. I had not dug any deeper because 
it was in my best interest to know as lit-
tle as possible. I should not have looked 
up anything.

“I will try to make it. But you know I 
work nights. Ta-ta,” I said and fled.

I should have brought along War 
and Peace. I waited fifteen minutes, and 
when she had not shown up, was when 
I realized my cell phone still was in its 
leather holster. What a mess I was. She 
only lived five blocks from here. I didn’t 
know what to do. Viv never minded 
keeping me waiting—since I 
gave her special rates, having 
me cool my heels outside a li-
quor store cost her nothing.

I asked a passerby the 
time and he pulled up his cuff 
to show off twelve carots of 
bling. It was fifteen minutes 
to five, I had waited an hour. 
More than likely her voice 
mail message will be lengthy 
and dramatic. I could not wait 
to get home and hear it. But 
when I got there the only two 
messages were from Dark And 
Lovely and Shawty, remind-
ing me to pick them up at the 
usual time. I checked Missed 
Calls, and there were eleven-
teen, but none from Viv.

Don phoned and left a 
message that he had some-
thing personal to talk over, 
so I waited in the foyer until I 
heard Don drive up. I waited 
until he put all his belongs 
into his bird-crapped-all-over 

maroon Oldsmobile stationwagon 
and pulled out into the middle of the 
street and pulled the cab in. He was just 
fighting his girth out of the cab when I 
stepped outside.

“So, what’s so important?”
Eventually with the help of a cane 

and a lot of swearing he freed himself 
from the confines of a big Merc Grand 
Marquis. He was out of breath from the 
ordeal, and I was cooling my heels.

Eventually, he said, “Howie 
Staunton’s dead. Shot in the head. It 
wasn’t robbery because there was quite 
a stash in an envelope sticking out of 
the sunvisor.”

“Shot dead. Hm!
“How did you know he was shot?”
“You just told me that.”
“No. I didn’t.”
“Yes, you did. You said he was shot 

in the head, right before the stash found 
in his sunvisor.”

“I said it was no robbery and where 
his stash was found, but I never said 
a word about him being shot. In the 
head, yet. Geez, what’ll I do if I get in-
terviewed by the police? You vowed to 
kill him.”

Once Don Janowski’s mind is made 
up, he lives to the death by it. No matter 
how many times it is proven to him that 
his way seldom was right, he was Prince 
Valiant in pursuit of ruin.

“Do you think I killed him?”
“What I think don’t matter none, 

what the police think’s what’s impor-
tant.”

That was the first sensible thing he 
said today.

“What do I tell them if they inter-
view me?”

He used the word tell instead of say, 
so I knew what he would do. “Tell them 
the truth,” I said.

“You mean-”

“I mean tell them everything you 
know, not what you think happened 
or make excuses for me. Take your keys 
with you.”

“I got ‘em. Be careful out there. 
Don’t take chances,” he advised.

I worked the dispatched calls for a 
while then my regulars started calling. 
Most of my regulars were exotic danc-
ers and worked in clubs far from home, 
and I got a regular hooker whom I pick 
up at her motel room behind Miami In-
ternational Airport and drop her off in 
Hollywood on the corner of Federal and 
Wiley. She looked like Marilyn Monroe 
but with blue eyes. If she was not in jail, 
I picked her up around two in the morn-
ing and ride her back to oily Chauncey, 
a man she was supporting.

Things got slack around eleven 
o’clock. That night I stopped at the Den-
ny’s on SE 17th and bought a salad and 
iced tea to go. Then I drove into Port 
Everglades to eat it while waiting for a 
casino ship due in at eleven-forty-five to 
dock. I usually wind up with a loser who 
does nothing but whine and give me a 
lousy two-dollar tip on a twenty-dollar 
ride. But not that night.

A latin girl in blue jeans holding a 
baby wrapped in a soiled blue blanket 
sat down in the back of my cab and 
cried her eyes out. She knew enough 
English for me to guess the kid was sick 
and needed attention. Meanwhile the 
ship was docking. She pleaded with me. 
She found seven crumpled singles in a 
pocket and presented them. “Dinero,” 
she said.

This was the pits. Only a heel would 
not rush the brat to a hospital. Broward 
General being the nearest one, only 
twenty-six-dollars away. I repeated over 
and over, “Be thankful, be thankful. In 
less than half an hour I will be free of my 
vow and buy another cab. Good-bye 

scraping along. Now I will come out like 
a champ.”

In the rush to Broward General, I 
ran a light and was stopped by a Fort 
Lauderdale cop I had seen once before. 
Only he was a Broward County deputy 
back then. He remembered me, alright.

“You,” he said.
“Officer Lasker,” I said. “I see you 

have switched to Fort Lauderdale. Look, 
I have a sick kid I am hurrying to Bro-
ward General.”

“You don’t expect me to believe 
you,” he said. “You all the biggest liah 
who evah lived?” Another Northerner, 
Macon, Georgia.

“I didn’t lie.”
“Like you didn’t know who robbed 

that Burger King and pistol whipped the 
manager.”

I did lie. A regular of mine called for 
me to pick her and two friends of hers 
out there. I told her not to leave, that I 
was five minutes away. But when I got 
there and walked into the restaurant, 
they were gone and a man on the floor 
bleeding from his head was being at-
tended to by a black counterwoman, 
holding a wad of paper napkins to the 
wound. Just then, Deputy Lasker and 
a tired looking lieutenant pulled in. I 
forgot the lieutenant’s name, if I ever 
knew it. He was about as tall as me, 
spoke with a slight accent, a Cuban, I 
think. But it was the deputy who took 
my statement. I said I had stopped in 
for a cheeseburger and fries, but he had 
not bought it. He suspected I was there 
to pick three someone’s up. I was, but 
I was not going to say that. I strongly 
suspected she was a part of it, but what 
I said before, about a preponderance 
of evidence, I believed that back then, 
too.

The officer opened the back door. 
“How you all doing Miss?” he 
asked..

“Sick. Sick,” she said.
“Let me take a bitty look 

a’fore I call fdr an ambulance,” 
he said, ever the pushy gentle-
man.

He leaned in and pulled 
back the blanket. Then he stag-
gered back out. There wasn’t a 
red corpuscle in his face. “That 
baby was strangled.”

“Strangled?”
“Yeah! You got some ex-

plaining to do, Marshall.”
“Sure. I’ll tell you everything 

I know.”
“You’ll tell it to a detective at 

the station.”
“I’ll follow you.”
“Hell no. Your cab is part of 

a crime scene. You get to ride 
with me. Get out and put your 
paws on the hood.”

“You are arresting me?”
Then he read my my rights.

Taxi continued from 21
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                 By Kevin Lane

The American Red Cross 
Designers’ Show House -
A Magnificent Fundraiser

The American Red Cross, Broward 
County Chapter has announced the 
establishment of its annual Designers’ 
Show House. Twenty-one nationally 
and locally acclaimed interior designers, 
selected from a group of over 50 appli-
cants, will each transform an area of the 
house to showcase their unique styles 
and talents. The finished product will 
open to the public on March 1, 2007 
and run through March 18. All proceeds 
will benefit the vital programs & services 
of the American Red Cross, Broward 
County Chapter. 

With a working committee filled 
with the who’s who of Broward Soci-
ety, headed by chairs Kendall & Gilbert 
Spencer, the use of the house itself was 
graciously donated by Joseph Piccirilli, 
cofounder of Sound Advice home elec-
tronics stores. The palatial estate sits wa-
terfront in the historic Idlewyld neigh-
borhood of Fort Lauderdale, and reflects 
the style of an old Key West mansion. 

The Designers’ Show House con-
cept is not new, but it is a new under-
taking for the Broward Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. The idea was pre-
sented to the Broward Chapter by ASID 
designer Joanne Snead, who worked 
in many capacities on a committee that 
ran a Designers’ Show House support-
ing a local nonprofit in Washington, DC 
for well over a decade. The event is one 
that Snead believes will draw substantial 
support. “We’re looking forward to the 
Show House becoming a staple event in 
the community,” said Bill Epps, CEO of 
the Broward Chapter. “Not only will the 
house benefit the essential mission of 
the Red Cross, but local commerce will 
enjoy the traffic it creates as well.”

Michael Payne, who hosts HGTV’s 
Designing for the Sexes, will serve as 
Honorary Chair of the Show House 
and will be a special guest at the invita-
tion-only preview party on February 28, 
2007.

The house will be made available 
for private parties during the evenings, 

and many sponsorship opportunities 
remain. 

Tickets at the door $25. Advance 
tickets or group discounts call 797-3842 
or go to www.browardredcross.org. All 
proceeds benefit the Broward Chapter 
of the American Red Cross.

Don’t Miss The 
Museum of Art’s

‘Treasures of the Holy Land’ 

The Museum of Art is following 
their blockbuster, record breaking King 
Tut exhibit with Cradle of Christianity:  
Jewish and Christian Treasures from the 
Holy Land.  

Organized by the Israel Museum 
in Jerusalem, the exhibit initially takes a 
wide look into Judaism in the cradle of 
civilization.  The exhibit documents how 
Christianity and Judaism influenced each 
other.  Highlights of the exhibit include 
such artifacts as the Dead Sea Scrolls, a 
commemorative inscription bearing the 
name of Pontius Pilate, a graffito of the 
menorah and daily objects decorated 
with Jewish symbols.  For information, 
call the Museum at (954) 525-5500 
or visit www.moafl.org, as there’s lots 
more going on! .

Spirit of Goodwill Awards 
Gala To Honor Larry Maturi 

& Feature The World Famous 
Platters

Count on dynamic Lynda O’Brien, 
Founding President of the Goodwill Am-
bassadors, to come up with a fabulous 
fund raising event like no other in recent 
memory.  This year’s Spirit of Goodwill 
Awards will honor Larry Maturi and will 
feature a full-length show by the World 
Famous Platters.  The Black Tie Dinner/
Concert/Awards ceremony takes place 
on Saturday, February 17th at the Hyatt 
Regency Pier 66.

For years, Larry Maturi’s Maitre 
d’ Ball has raised tens of thousands of 
dollars for a diverse array of non-prof-
its, including The Royal Dames of Can-
cer Research, Ann Storck Center, Joe 
DiMaggio Hospital, Lorraine Thomas 
Children’s Society, Dan Marino’s Autistic 
Children’s Fund and The Boys and Girls 
Club of Italy to name but a few.

Of course, who doesn’t remember 
the 50’s and 60’s when the music of 
the World Famous Platters was hot!  It 
still is, as guests will (re)discover at the 
gala.  Lynda is bringing this group to 
Fort Lauderdale exclusively for this two-
hour show, where guests can listen and 
dance!  

You don’t want to miss this spectac-

ular evening!  Call (954) 493-6313.

Freedoms Foundation At 
Valley Forge Plans

Visit With Betsey Ross & 
George Washington Birthday 

Bash

Arlynne Vollmuth Bentsen, the 
President of the Freedoms Foundation 
at Valley Forge, Broward County Chap-
ter, told Fort Lauderdale City News, 
that plans are in place for the 34th An-
nual George Washington Ball.  This year 
much anticipated Gala takes place on 
February 24th at the Coral Ridge Yacht 
Club and will be Chaired by Alice and 
Edward Johnson, costumed as Martha 
and George.  The “Aristocrats” will be 
performing beautiful music for dining 
and dancing.  A perennial favorite, the 
“Mummers” will once again entertain 
during intermission.

Those patriotic men and women 
who belong to this organization raise 
money all year long in order to under-
write the costs of sending upwards of 
50 high school students to Valley Forge 
each year.  This reporter has attended 
numerous lunches where these students 
reported on their life-enhancing experi-
ence and it’s obvious that they all come 
back with a greater appreciation of the 
hard work and sacrifices our founding 
fathers made to create this great na-
tion of ours.  Much of the money raised 
comes for this yearly birthday bash for 
George!   For information or reserva-
tions, call (954) 566-6471.

Kevin is Teaming With       
Cinema Paradiso For A 

Tribute to Bill ‘Bojangles’ 
Robinson’s Life & Career

In recognition of Black History 
Month, Cinema Paradiso will celebrate 
the life and dazzling entertainment 
career of ‘The World’s Greatest Tap 
Dancer’, Bill ‘Bojangles’ Robinson, 
with a series of films and lectures.  
Films will include ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
where Robinson played the romantic 
lead opposite Lena Horne; ‘The Lit-
tlest Colonel’ co-starring Shirley 
Temple.  Another film, ‘Swing 
Time’, featuring another great 
tap dancer, Fred Astaire with 
Ginger Rogers, features Astaire 
paying tribute to Robinson in a lav-
ish production number entitled ‘Bojan-
gles of Harlem’. 

The schedule will be ‘Just Around the 
Corner’ at 6:00 p.m. on February 26th 
followed by ‘Swing Time’ at 8:00 p.m. 
and the next day, February 27th, ‘The 
Littlest Colonel’ at 6:00 p.m. followed 

by ‘Stormy Weather’ at 8:00 p.m.
On a personal note, this reporter 

will be on hand at each screening to 
share lively anecdotes about Robinson’s 
life and the ‘Golden Era of Entertain-
ment’ in which Robinson was an ab-
solute super-star.  As a civil rights pio-
neer, a breakthrough performer in tap, 
a star of Vaudeville, Broadway, movies, 
night club revues and radio; Bill was the 
consummate entertainer.  By taking the 
hand of Shirley Temple in teaching her 
how to tap dance up a flight of stairs 
in ‘The Littlest Colonel’, he and Shirley 
were credited with being the first inter-
racial team in film.  While living in New 
York City, I spent more than five years in 
researching Robinson’s life resulting in a 
book and a multi-media/docu-musical.

 “We’re excited about this Black His-
tory month project” said Gregory von 
Hausch, President & CEO of the Fort 
Lauderdale International Film Festival.  
“Kevin has a remarkable passion in his 
admiration for ‘Bo’ and in bringing long 
overdue recognition to this unique indi-
vidual and we’re pleased to be the plat-
form for this revival of interest.” 

A man’s life can sometimes be mea-
sured by the people that attend his 
funeral.  In the case of Bill ‘Bojangles’ 
Robinson, an estimated million and a 
half people turned out on a cold and 
rainy day on November 25, 1949 to pay 
their respects. The pall bearers read like 
a who’s who of entertainment, poli-
tics and sports.  Adam Clayton Powell, 
Jr. eulogized Robinson at the overflow 
crowd gathered at the Abyssinian Bap-
tist Church, saying he wasn’t “… a credit 
to his race, meaning the Negro race, Bill 
was a credit to the human race.  He was 
not a great Negro dancer, he was the 
world’s greatest dancer.  Bill Robinson 
was Mr. Showbusiness himself.”

I will share some little known facts 
over the two day Film Tribute.  For in-
stance,  During World War II, the com-
mon expression of our air force pilots 
was ‘Everything is Copasetic’.  In fact, 
it became part of the vernacular of the 
American public and found its way 

into the dictionary.  Bill Robinson 
coined the phrase!  Bill was con-

sidered a ‘philanthropist of 
note’ and over the course of 
his career gave over 3,000 
benefit performances to 
raise money for charitable 
causes.  He was a self-made 

multi-millionaire, a role model 
for African American youth and 
adults, and he broke racial bar-
riers as he danced his way into 
the hearts and souls of people 
around the world! It’s unfortu-

nate that he is absolutely lost to 
history.  

Cinema Paradiso, located at 503 SE 
6th Street.  For information, call (954) 
760-9898 or visit www.fliff.com.

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner
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OUR PUBLIC 
LANDS BEING 
TAKEN FOR 

PRIVATE USE? 
             by Steve Kelley

In recent years, South Florida has 
seen skyrocketing real estate prices. 
Fort Lauderdale, in particular, has seen 
a surge in the price of prime waterfront 
property. Indeed, part of Fort Lauder-
dale’s charm are the “Venetian canals” 
that meander through the City’s various 
neighborhoods. 

A seemingly insatiable demand for 
the finite amount of waterfront prop-
erty has often resulted in the underlying 
land being worth more than the actual 
structure. To keep pace, lots were sold 
and the existing structures demolished. 

Bigger residences were constructed 
on prime lots by builders to maximize 
profits per square foot and justify the 
exorbitant prices sought for such prop-
erty. 

As a consequence, “McMansions” 
have sprouted up and changed the 
face of our residential streets. These 
monstrous residences are often several 
times the size of the structures that they 
replaced. Even if adjacent lots are com-
piled to construct a single residence, the 
net result is still more square footage of 
residence on the property. Gone forever 
are the sleepy waterfront streets. That 
poses us for the next battleground - the 
docks and waterways. 

The quest for “bigger is better” has 
now spilled over into the docks behind 
the City’s new “McMansions.” 

By squeezing huge residences 
along the Fort Lauderdale waterfront, 
less land is available for swimming pools 
and backyards. The recent redevelop-
ment in the City’s waterfront neighbor-

hoods has certainly proven that you can 
build “up” but now folks are attempting 
to build “out.” 

Public lands converted for 
private use

A new residence was recently con-
structed at 1801 SE 7th Street, Fort Lau-
derdale. This property is located in Rio 
Vista Isles and enjoys 175 feet on the 
fabled New River. The prior residence, 
which was torn down, was adorned 
with a wooden dock measuring 5.6 feet 
by 16.2 feet. 

Currently, there is a pending appli-
cation before the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection to demolish 
the wooden dock and construct a mas-
sive new concrete dock that is 30 times 
as large. The proposed concrete dock 
would measure 155 feet by 18 feet, be 
constructed 10 feet inside each proper-
ty line and contain two associated boat 
slips. 

The property owner would need to 
obtain a submerged land lease on pub-
lic lands in order to construct the pro-
posed dock. 

The key term here is public lands. 

The reality is that adjacent property 
owners and the public at large are be-
ing asked to sacrifice their use and en-
joyment of public lands so a property 
owner can essentially extend their own 
lot. 

Of course, the pretext for the Ap-
plication is that the dock is needed to 
moor two boats - a 60 footer and a 37 
footer. Nevertheless, the proposed dock 
itself would encroach 18 feet onto the 
New River and impair the water views 
of neighbors. 

Why couldn’t the property owner 
simply dredge the area adjacent to the 
seawall to enable dockage for their 
vessels? Instead, the property owner 
is seeking to gain an additional 2790 
square feet to their property by utilizing 
submerged public land. Indeed, many 
residences within the City of Fort Lau-
derdale are not even 2790 square feet! 

The construction of a colossal resi-
dence on three and one-half lots ap-
pears to not be enough. This property 
owner now seeks to gain the exclusive 
use of public lands so that he can build 
his lot “out” into our waterways. 

Fighting Back

The example above shows how a 
flood of dock development may open 
wherein property owners seek to ex-
tend their lots by adding onto their 
docks. As concerned residents, you are 
urged to fight back! Let your voice be 
known by objecting to the aforemen-
tioned Application. Please send your 
written objection as soon as possible 
to the Submerged Lands and Environ-
mental Resources Program, Department 
of Environmental Protection, 400 North 
Congress Avenue, Suite 200, West Palm 
Beach, Florida 33401 and reference ap-
plication number 06-0257578-0001. 

Of course, we do have a mayor and 
his telephone number (954) 828-5004. 
Ask him to help us.

Let’s try and preserve the charm 
of Fort Lauderdale and protect its best 
natural resource - its waterways.

This is how the New River looks now and before 
“congestive dockitis” narrows the area.

This is how the New River might 
looks after “congestive dockitis.”

28TH ANNUAL 
GREEK FESTIVAL TO 
CELEBRATE GREEK 

CULTURE WITH 
AUTHENTIC FOOD, 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
& MORE

The 28th Annual Greek Festival at 
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, 
one of South Florida’s most anticipated 
cultural celebrations, is set for Friday, 
February 9 through Sunday, February 
11. 

Hours are 12 noon to 11 p. m. on 
Friday and Saturday, and noon to 7p. m. 
on Sunday. 

Admission is $5 per person. All fire, 
police, military and EMS personnel will 
be admitted for FREE with valid photo 
I. D.

Activities include Greek dance les-
sons; continuous live musical perfor-
mances by Hellenics Band; performanc-
es by the St. Demetrios Greek Dance 
Troupes; a Kids Zone with games, and 
much, much more.

Get a true taste of Greece with au-
thentic Greek cuisine including gyros, 
souvlaki, and baklava. Quench your 
thirst with Frappe (Greek-style iced cof-
fee), Ouzo and Greek wine. A Greek 
Grocery Store will provide imported 
cheeses, marinated olives and fresh 
breads.

“Our festival has been a part of this 
community for many years,” said Father 
Chris Metropulos. “We welcome fami-
lies of every faith to enjoy this wonder-
ful weekend celebration of our culture.”

A portion of the proceeds will ben-
efit the Bryant Peney Scholarship Fund, 
an effort created in honor of Bryant 
Peney, a Ft. Lauderdale police officer, 
who was shot and killed on-duty Janu-
ary 7, 1996. His murder prompted the 
creation of the Bryant Peney Act that 
makes it a capital felony to commit acts 
of violence against law enforcement of-
ficers.

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Church is located at 815 NE 15th Av-
enue in east Ft. Lauderdale. Parking is 
available at SEARS for $1.00, located at 
the intersection of U. S. 1/Federal High-
way and Sunrise Boulevard, with com-
plimentary trolley service to the festival.

For more information call (954) 467-
1515.
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Hotel-Condos

 North Ocean Boulevard
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

Ownership Opportunities
--
--

Hotel Reservations
--OCEAN()

Hotel-Condominium Residences
Starting From the mid s

to Over  Million 

WWW.PELICANGRANDRESORT.COM

Live part time. Lease part time.

Enjoy a never-ending array of

benefits all the time.

Pelican Grand Beach Resort Hotel-

Condominium provides you with an 

unprecedented opportunity to own a 

luxuriously appointed hotel guest room 

or suite, as well as participate in an 

exciting lifestyle, directly on the sands 

of Ft. Lauderdale beach. When you’re 

in residence, you’ll be treated with our 

impeccable old-style personal service

and enjoy all of our spectacular services 

and amenities. When you’re away, 

you may have the option of having 

your suite placed in a rental program, 

providing you with a percentage of 

the rental income, and none of the 

associated management responsibilities.

Another Fine Property by 
Condominium Ventures of America, Inc.

Where nothing comes between
you and the beach.

Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating the representations of the developer. For correct representations, make 
reference to the documents required by Section 18.503, Florida Statutes, to be furnished by developer to a buyer or lessee. Obtain the property 
report required by federal law and read it before signing anything. No federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property.
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COLEE HAMMOCK 
ENJOYS VICTORY 
OVER MASSIVE 

CHURCH 
DEVELOPMENT 

           By Gerald Jordan

In December, little historic Colee 
Hammock neighborhood won the 
zoning battle against First Presbyterian 
Church at the Planning and Zoning 
Board. 

The Church wanted to change their 
residential and commercial zoning into 
a 250,000 square feet project consisting 
of a five story parking garage, gym, and 
a second family life center. They wanted 
to vacate our City alley that relieves traf-
fic on crowded Las Olas Blvd. and use it 
for their own purposes without regard 
for the needs of the neighborhood.

Our neighbors, who live on both 
sides of Las Olas Blvd, around the con-
gested intersection of SE 15th Ave and 
Las Olas, got organized and showed 
up in numbers to protest this big box 
church intrusion into the oldest neigh-
borhood in the City, circa 1916. 

We received great press from the Ft. 
Lauderdale City News and other media. 
Our citizen volunteers on the Planning 
and Zoning Board heard our pleas. They 
were so well educated on the issues, that 
some of their simple questions stumped 
the Church presenters. The present-
ers struggled with how many parking 
spaces in the massive parking garage 
and how long their building was. The 
presenters kept referencing existing tall 
buildings along Las Olas, when the ma-
jority of their project is one block South 
of Las Olas on SE 4th Street. 

Comparing apples to oranges, it 
was said that their project could take 
until 2016 to complete. Ironically, 2016 
is the same year that Colee Hammock 
will celebrate our one hundred year 
centennial. What small neighborhood 
is ready for nine years of construction 
cranes, blocked streets, dust, loose 
debris that will blow around in hurri-
canes, double parked delivery trucks, 
and workers’ trucks parked all over the 
neighborhood? 

What paying church membership 
is ready for that? The City staff recom-
mended against this massive project 
, 9 to 0, as not being compatible with 
the surrounding neighborhood of Col-
ee Hammock and thus not to zoning 
codes. 

We are a walkable urban neighbor-
hood with narrow streets, cooled down 
by an old, oak tree hammock. The unan-
imous P&Z vote against vacating our al-
ley and changing neighborhood zoning 
is now going to the City Commission for 
their vote sometime in March. 

Hopefully, our elected officials will 

make a decision in favor of the sanctity 
of neighborhoods and dismiss the un-
reasonable requests of the Church. 

Please call your commissioner and 
express outrage. Call Mayor Naugle 
too. 

We brought up the example of the 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church that 
tried to encroach into the Coral Ridge 
neighborhood. The neighbors got orga-
nized and came out in force against a 
big box church invading their residential 
neighborhood. The neighbors won and 
the church now has an annex in West 
Broward. 

I hope the good folks at First Presby-
terian heard the story that Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian had financial difficulties for 
years after they remodeled their Church 
at NE 56 St. and North Federal Hghy. 

Thank goodness, their pastor, Dr. 
Kennedy, had a nationally syndicated ra-
dio show that helped them get through 
their shortfalls. Most well intentioned 
projects suffer cost over runs as evi-
denced by two projects across the street 
from FPC. 

Being a local general contractor for 
28 years, I’ve had some sad experiences 
with lofty ideas and finite funds. Are the 
generous members prepared for more 
surprises, considering that they have 
been told that the alley vacate and PUD 
were a done deal? 

I hope the members at FPC see our 
resolve and City staff’s opposition to 
their unwelcome project. Is it time for 
them to start talking to the Church hier-
archy about the wisdom of a protracted 
and costly battle? 

Read the papers and see that cities 
in Broward and Palm Beach Counties 
will not vote against neighborhoods 
that want to retain the residential char-
acter of their homesteads. 

Many thanks to the other City 
neighborhoods, that are also concerned 
that a church could try to change their 
residential zoning, who came to our aid. 
God Bless. 

Jerry Jordan is a 25 year resident of 
Colee Hammock and Vice President of 
the homeowners association. He can be 
reached at 954-563-1881.

Cutting edge, Luxurious,
One-On-One Personal Training Suites



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 27  - February, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com

Smiley Kidz Dental
Dr. Oana Romasan

            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 
1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get 
Ahead” workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

Prestigious Victoria Park Offi ce Prestigious Victoria Park Offi ce 
located on Victoria Park Road at Sunrise Blvd.

approx. 950 sq ft. Close to downtown
Ideal for Real Estate Offi ce, Lawyer, 

Interior Designer or Architect 
There are 2 offi ces combined for 1900 sq. ft. 

both for $2400.00 or will divide 
to make single offi ce for $1250.00.

These offi ces will not last long, fi rst come.
Call 954-523-6262Call 954-523-6262  

RRON SHILTON
LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE

Service, timers, system upgrades
Ask about our efficient systems that save 

you money on your water bill!
954-828-1310

Licensed & Insured Lawn Sprinkler Contractor 
We also offer monthly sprinkler contracts 

Broward County Lic#  85-CLS-424-X

Spa, Adventure, Cruises Spa, Adventure, Cruises 
and Luxury Traveland Luxury Travel
(866) 772-3678(866) 772-3678

www.justspasandadventires.comwww.justspasandadventires.com

“Finding just the right destination for you”“Finding just the right destination for you”
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Letters
County Commissioner’s ethics 
problems come to nothing

Here we are into a new year. But the 
county commission is still up to its old 
tricks. It gives the a black eye to the to 
all of the commissioners.

Commissioner Wasserman-Rubin’s hus-
band works with a real estate company 
in SW Ranches. He has presented lucra-
tive bids for county issued contracts 
and Commissioner Wasserman-Rubin 
knowingly voted on these contracts to 
benefi t her husband when she should 
have recused herself from voting as a 
clear confl ict of interest.

One was found guilty of state ethics 
laws and was simply slapped on the 
wrist; nothing was done.

Commissioner Diana Wasserman-Rubin 
was in violation of Florida Statute, Sec-
tion 112-3143-3 which I fi led against 
her and she is still seated on the county 
commission.

We taxpayers pay her salary, about 
$89,000 per year with a huge benefi ts 
package, and there is no accountability 
on her part. Is this what we want for 
Broward County taxpayers?

The Fort Lauderdale City News is doing 
a great job - keep up the good work.

Ray McKinney, Fort Lauderdale

Criticizing the bad guys

Thank you for the new Fort Lauderdale 
City News.

I will send my areas of concern to you 
and possible complete articles.

I am glad to see you criticizing the 
“bad guys” and praising the good.

Walter Nial, Fort Lauderdale

City Commissioner Rodstrom a 
puppet of County Commissioner 
Rodstrom?

At a special meeting to decide the fate 
of the Baltimore Orioles and their pro-
posed deal with the City of Fort Lau-
derdale – we again witnessed an event 
that makes the public very uneasy and 
frankly calls into question the impro-
priety of such an action – or at least the 
appearance of it.  

Amidst the negotiations between the 
City and the Orioles, City Commis-
sioner Charlotte Rodstrom actually left 
the dais and had a private discussion 
with her husband, County Commis-
sioner John Rodstrom regarding the 
subject being discussed as was reported 
by those sitting close by and heard the 
discussion.  

It should be noted that the County had 
already voted funds in support of the 
project and the City was attempting to 
fi nalize its contribution to the project 
as well.  Pillow talk in the “Sunshine 
Law” state is bad enough but this really 
does make you wonder exactly who is 
in charge of the District II City Com-
mission Seat.

District II residents are becoming more 
and more uncomfortable with the con-
tinued “No” to all things from the dais 
by City Commissioner Rodstrom and 
her continuing to use an idiot’s excuse 
of “I am new to this.”  Eleven months 
ago, Charlotte Rodstrom was begging 
us to vote for her as our leader.  Time 
is up Commissioner Rodstrom; it’s 
time to grow up and be the leader you 
promised us.

You are allowed to read background 
material and do your homework.  City 
Staff would gladly provide any back-
ground information to you. And please 
only comment when appropriate and 
stop using the dais as a media learning 
platform.  The public is quite able to get 
all of the back up information and take 
the trouble to understand the subject. 
Why don’t you?

Everett Charles, Fort Lauderdale

City Commissioners and Mayor 
lose sight of important work 
with petty concerns

Historically, Politicians promise the 
world when campaigning and deliver 
what they can after being elected.  Usu-
ally, even the best intentioned of the 
bunch succumb to the realities of offi ce 
and the need for a majority vote. For-
tunately one of the benign and positive 
actions that individual elected offi cials 
can take is to lend their offi cial title and 
name to support charitable work for the 
public and not-for-profi t sector. Clearly 
we are in the silly season in Fort Lau-
derdale when such actions come under 
attack. 

The most recent rant from some of the 
City of Fort Lauderdale City Commis-
sioners is that they no longer want to 
be able to lend their names or offi ce to 
support charitable work.  One Com-
missioner went so far as to suggest that 
any such philanthropic action should be 
classifi ed as a felony….what happened 
to good will?

Over the years, nearly every sitting City 
Commissioner has helped to raise funds 
for one event or another for the public 
– in no way did they personally benefi t 
from the asking.  Now, suddenly, such 
acts are to be criminalized. Isn’t it ironic 
that these same commissioners believe 
it is okay for elected offi cials to negoti-
ate for private lands for public parks, or 
ask developers seeking building approv-
als to help pay for landscaping improve-
ments, affordable housing and a host of 
other add-ons.  Isn’t that a form of using 
your position?

For a large number of years, the sitting 
Vice Mayor has been the titular head of 
the Citizen’s Volunteer Corp – a vol-
unteer group that does approximately 
6 -7 projects a year, painting, planting, 
mulching, cleaning parks and other 
public spaces for the good of the city.  
The group and Vice Mayor raise money 
to pay for a nominal breakfast and water 
served to the volunteers and also to pay 
for t-shirts sometimes.  Under the pro-
posed change outlined above the Vice 
Mayor will not be able to participate in 
the locating of sponsors. Yet the Vice 
Mayor does not benefi t at all; the city 
and its residents benefi t from the work 
done by the volunteers.

Beach parking experiment costly 
to residents

Thank you for publishing Mr. Grego’s 
letter on this matter in the January 2007 
issue of your local newsletter. The No 
Parking Resident Permit Only ordi-
nance on the fi nger streets in the Birch 
neighborhood is unfair and I would dare 
say an assault to our rights as property 
owners and residents of the city of Fort 
Lauderdale.

My family, friends and I became aware 
of the pilot parking program in the 
Birch area back in July of last year. We 
immediately thought it was not a good 
idea. We live in Fort Lauderdale and 
we believe we have a right to enjoy our 
public beach. Reduction of the number 
of parking spots along the beach has 
made it more diffi cult for us and our 
small children to benefi t. Now, almost 
fi ve months after the pilot began we see 
it has made a big difference to us - in a 
NEGATIVE way. We do not live in mil-
lion dollar beach front properties but we 
certainly pay considerably in the way of 
taxes. Should we be deprived of one of 
the benefi ts we pay for and which was 
one of the reasons we chose to bring our 
families to this city?

The residents of the Birch area chose to 
live in their neighborhood knowing full 
well that they would have to deal with 
the pubic beach goers. If crime became 
an issue it is certainly not perpetrated 
by the families who go to the beach in 
plain daylight. I agree with Mr. Grego 
that it is absurd to NOT enforce per-
mits at night if the purpose is to deter 
criminals. 

I am not a car advocate. Personally, I 
would love to be able to not have to 
drive to the beach. Before I had children 
I used to walk. Unfortunately, it’s hard 
to have small children endure one hour 
long walks in the Florida sun weaving 
along streets that lack safe continu-
ous sidewalks, unobstructed pedestrian 
crossings or uninterrupted bike lanes.
The City should not give some residents 
privileges to the detriment of others, 
especially when the effect is negative 
on the majority.

Thank you,
Claudia Soyer, Fort Lauderdale
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Submitting your 
letter to the Editor:

Your letters to the editor are welcome 
at the Fort Lauderdale City News. You 
should include your telephone number 
so that you may be called for verifi ca-
tion. Your name will be included with 
your published letter to the editor.

Emailed letters are best - email your 
letter to: letters@citynewsfl .com
Letters can be mailed to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Letters
This Commission has very important 
work to do to manage the budget, 
ensure taxes are kept low, and oversee 
sensible growth in the city. Why on 
earth are they wasting time on such 
non-issues as a $5 volunteer’s t-shirt? 
If a particular Commissioner does not 
choose to support a project or assist a 
not-for-profi t, that is the choice of that 
Commissioner. It should not preclude 
others from practicing philanthropy 
by soliciting donations to help out the 
residents and community at large.

Research of the current laws shows 
that there is nothing illegal, immoral or 
unethical about the practice of elected 
offi cials soliciting philanthropic dona-
tions.  It is a common practice among 
City, County, State and Federal Govern-
ment to support not-for-profi ts by help-
ing with fund raising and other kinds 
of supports.  Three Commissioners 
have asked the City Attorney to write 
an ordinance that make actions like a 
commissioner asking for shoes to be do-
nated to the homeless illegal in the City 
of Fort Lauderdale. Is there any sense in 
that at all? 

Come on Commissioners, stop squab-
bling, pouting and sweating the small 
stuff and start acting like leaders with 
the best interests of all of the residents 
of Fort Lauderdale in your hearts.  Is 
that so hard?

Ron Stanton, Fort Lauderdale
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Calendar
Historical Society forming 

Young Professionals 
Group 

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

or call (954) 564-1308.

  2007 South Florida 
Depression Glass Show 
and Sale Comes to Fort 

Lauderdale

The spectacular 33rd Annual South 
Florida Depression Glass, Dinnerware, 
and Pottery Show and Sale will be held 
at the War Memorial Auditorium in Ft. 
Lauderdale on Saturday February 10th 
(10 A.M. to 5 P.M.) and Sunday Febru-
ary 11th (10 A.M. to 4 P.M.).  

This is the annual weekend glass 
lovers from Florida and visitors from all 
over the country look forward to. The 
show features the 30 top dealers from 
across the United States with extensive 
selections of American Depression Era 
Glass, Elegant Glass, Kitchen Glassware, 
Mid-Century Modern Glass, American 
Pottery, and China. All the classic De-
pression Glass patterns will be available 
from Adam to Windsor, as well as din-
nerware and rare pieces of decorative 
elegant glassware from; Fostoria, Cam-
bridge, Tiffin, Duncan & Miller, Paden 
City, Morgantown, Heisey, Blenko and 
many other companies.  Fiesta, Ameri-
can Art Pottery and dinnerware such 
as Homer Laughlin and Franciscan will 
also be featured as well as collectible 
glassware from the 1950’s, such as Fire 
King will be available.

As well as adding special pieces to 
your collection or unusual decorative 
glass items to your home décor, you can 
also bring in your glass to be identified. 
In addition, glass repair will be available 
at the show. Renowned authors Barba-
ra and Jim Mauzy will be in attendance, 
selling and signing their books on glass 
and vintage collectibles as well as giving 
a free lecture each day.

The show is sponsored by the 
South Florida Depression Glass Club. 
Membership information, as well as a 
glass display featuring banquet settings 
of glass dinnerware will also be part of 
the event.  The admission is $6.50, 50 
cents off with this article. Admission 
also gives you a chance to win one of 
the hourly door prizes.  For more infor-
mation about the show, call John Fiore 
at (954)564-3821.

INSIDE OUT THEATRE 
PRESENTS 

“MANUSCRIPT” AT 
MUSEUM OF ART

Inside Out Theatre Company will 
present the Southeastern premiere of 
MANUSCRIPT by Paul Grellong, January 
25 through February 18 at the Museum 
of Art, One East Las Olas Blvd. in down-
town Ft. Lauderdale. The twisty and 
surprising plot-filled dark comedy about 
literary ambition and revenge, will fea-
ture Autumn Horne, John Manzelli and 
Bechir Sylvain, directed by Kim St. Leon.  
Show times are Thurs.-Saturday, 8:00 
p.m. and Sun. 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.  
Tickets can be purchased by calling 954-
385-3060 or online at www.instant-
seats.com. Prices are: $30 Gen. Admis-
sion, $25 Museum members, $24.00 
Seniors and $10 for Students (with i.d.).  
For more information, visit www.inside-
outtheatre.org or call 954-385-3060.

The Fort Lauderdale Historical So-
ciety announces a Young Professionals 
Membership group currently forming.  
We invite Fort Lauderdale residents 
and friends to get involved, meet new 
people and have a place rich in history 
to call home.  The Young Professionals 
group is in its incubation stages, ripe for 
interested parties to create a dynamic 
crowd who will carry on the legacy of 
Fort Lauderdale’s unique history.

The Historical Society wishes to 
bridge the gap between the area’s 
neighborhoods, residents and our sce-
nic site as we share an appreciation for 
the local landscape both physically and 
culturally.  We are planning various excit-
ing programs and exhibits which mem-
bers, volunteers and visitors can enjoy.  
Volunteering here is a great way to get 
out of the house, meet new people and 
learn something new about something 
old.

Visitors will get the opportunity to 
learn about the history of Fort Lauder-
dale’s first residential neighborhood and 
about the pioneer King and Bryan fami-
lies.  In addition to the walking tours, 
visitors will be able to view the interi-
ors of the historic 1907 King-Cromartie 
House and the New River Inn Museum 
of History.  For more information and 
reservation, please call Ruth at 954-463-
4431, extension 10.  Our Hoch Heritage 
Center offers a great research archive 
and historic photos to peruse and pur-
chase.

The Fort Lauderdale Historical So-
ciety makes the history of Greater Fort 
Lauderdale come alive and preserves it 
for the enjoyment, education and en-
richment of present and future genera-
tions.  We are a non-profit organization 
relying on the generosity of donors, 
members and volunteers.  For more in-
formation on the Young Pro  fessionals 
Group or general information, please 
contact Mark Faremouth at 954-463-
4431 ext. 16.  

CORAL REEF CONSERVA-
TION PUBLIC MEETING 

The Southeast Florida Coral Reef 
Initiative (SEFCRI) will hold two public 
meetings to receive input from the pub-
lic on projects implemented to protect 
the coral reefs of southeast Florida, from 
Miami-Dade through Martin County.

Attendees will receive information 
about completed and ongoing projects 
and will have the opportunity to provide 
feedback. The meetings are scheduled in 
the evenings from 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. 

In order to facilitate access to our 
stakeholders the meeting locations and 
dates are as follows: Monday, 12th 
February 2007 at the Ann Kolb Nature 
Center, West Lake Park, Broward County 
and Tuesday, 13th February 2007 at the 
Loggerhead Marine Life Center, Juno 
Beach, Palm Beach County. 

Citizens who cannot attend may 
submit their comments or suggestions 
by February 16th , 2007 to: Email: cor-
al@dep.state.fl.us - Or - Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Coral 
Reef Conservation Program 1277 NE 
79th Street Causeway Miami, FL 33138 

The Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ini-
tiative targets coral habitats which are 
close to shore, co-exist with intensely 
urbanized areas and lack a coordinated 
management plan. 

Coral reefs play a vital role in Flori-
da’s ecosystem and the economy. Reefs 
provide a unique resource for recreation, 
education, scientific research and public 
inspiration. Coral reefs support fisher-
ies, providing habitat, food, and shel-
ter to many species. They also protect 
our coasts reducing wave energy from 
storms and hurricanes. 

SEFCRI was formed by the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission with guid-
ance from the United States Coral Reef 
Task Force. SEFCRI is defining key threats 
to coral habitats and developing projects 
to reduce those threats. For additional 
information on SEFCRI visit: www.dep.
state.fl.us/coastal/programs/coral/or 
www.southeastfloridareefs.net

LEARN TO PAINT IN A 
TROPICAL OASIS

The Bonnet House Museum & 
Gardens  begins its first 
Watercolor Workshops

The first of two watercolor work-
shop sessions offered by Bonnet House 
began in January and continues into 
February from 9:30am-12:30 pm. Fine 
artist and watercolorist, Karen Eskesen 
returns to the Bonnet House to teach 
this very popular outdoor painting 
class.  

Karen comes from Colby College 
and has studied at the Brooklyn Muse-
um Art School and Skowhegan School.  
She has been painting for over 30 years 
and exhibited her works all over the 
world.  Karen specializes in watercolors, 
still life, botanicals, and classical Greek 
sculpture. The class will cover traditional 

techniques of realism in watercolor; line 
drawing using positive and negative 
space; mixing colors from the primary 
colors; observing light, shadow and vol-
ume. Bonnet House is the ideal setting 
for painting outdoors.  The main house 
emulates a sense of charm and the sur-
rounding grounds are home to a variety 
of tropical plants and wildlife native to 
Florida.

The workshops are Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30am - 12:30pm. The 
first workshop runs from January 24 - 
February 28 and the second runs March 
7 - April 18.  Cost per class is $15 for 
members and $18 for non-members 
and per session is $90 for members and 
$108 for non-members. Class space is 
limited. 

For registration and information 
call 954-563-5393 X 122. The Bonnet 
House is located at 900 North Birch 
Road in Fort Lauderdale and is open 
for tours Tues-
day to Saturday 
from 10:00am 
to 4:00pm and 
Sundays from 
12:00pm to 
4:00pm.

B o n n e t 
House…Where 
Great Art Be-
came a Way of 
Life
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• Engineering

• Construction Engineering & Inspection

• Municipal Engineering

• Transportation Planning & Traffic Engineering

• Surveying & Mapping

• Planning

• Landscape Architecture & Environmental Services

• Construction Services

• Indoor Air Quality

• Data Technologies & Development

• Emergency Management Services

There’s virtually nothing we can’t do. 
There’s absolutely nothing we don’t do well.

1800 Eller Drive, Suite 600, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 • Tel: 954.921.7781 • Fax: 954.921.8807 • www.calvin-giordano.com
Fort Lauderdale West Palm Beach Orlando Fort Pierce Homestead
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New Concept In Sport Yacht Dry Dock Storage

FORT LAUDERDALE

DEVELOPER UNITS AVAILABLE INCLUDING SET UP FEE

REALTOR®

Fee Simple Ownership

Force 4 Hurricane Protection

Boats up to 52' LOA and 35,000 lbs. Wet Weight

Climate Controlled Facility

7am - 7pm In and Out Service

5 Minutes to the Ocean

Sales Offi ce
954-880-8410

www.theportmarina.com

Sales Director - Ginger Hornaday PA
954-682-2196

ginger@gingerhornaday.com

The Port Marina is located only fi ve minutes to the ocean
on 17th Street Causeway in Ft. Lauderdale, FL


